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Thanks be to God! Our 2022 Vacation Bible School was a great success. In last month’s Footprints 

you saw photos of engaged, happy children. Here are some photos of the faithful adults who worked 

before and during VBS, both behind the scenes and during activities.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Hours and hours of meetings                      Setting the stage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Planning the décor       Feeding all the participants 
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Masks and social distancing are no longer re-
quired at church, and eating is permitted. Feel 
free to continue masking and social distancing if 
you wish, and masks and hand sanitizer will still be 
available. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You 
can also watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  
watch the taped service later on Facebook or our web-
site. Spectrum Channel 190 broadcasts our worship 
service Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 
3:00 pm. 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24/7. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer 
lists. There is also a rack with stamped postcards. 
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before 
the service. If you watch the service on Facebook, stop 
by and pick one up so that you can follow along with 
the service. It’s a good way to get all the news and an-
nouncements. Pick some up for friends or family who 
cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works 
a hybrid schedule and is usually in the office Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, 
and her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message 
every Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so 
you can view it any time after that. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Our church Google calendar has been linked to our 
website. Click www.ludingtonumc.org any time to see 
the calendar. Please see Pastor Hillary or Office Man-
ager Laurie if you see things that need to be changed.  
 

 

Joan Nelson’s phone number is wrong in our new di-
rectory. Her preferred phone number is (231) 843-
0478; secondary number is (231) 233-9986. 

 
 
 

Bell Choir rehearsals will recommence at 5:00 
pm Tuesday, September 6. The Bell Choir 

plays in worship the third Sunday of every month.   
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Our Vacation Bible School was featured in the August 
12 issue of MIFaith, a weekly digital publication of the 
Michigan Conference United Methodist Church! See a 
printed copy of the “Snapshots of Vitality” blurb and 
photo on the church office bulletin board. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Women’s Fall Bible Study will begin on Thursday, Au-
gust 25 at 10 am in the Sunday School Gathering 
Room. This will be a 12-week study: Life Lessons from 
Ephesians by Max Lucado. The study 
will cover the spiritual blessings in 
Christ, strengthening our faith and 
unity in the body of Christ. Cost of 
the book  is $9.50 and will be collected 
at our first meeting. All women of the 
church are welcome. Please call Lynne Gohn at 843-
4746 if you have questions or wish to attend. 
 

 
 

 
From Sandy Sgro: 
United Methodist Church, 
I’d like to thank my church family for 

holding me and Tami in prayer. God was truly with us! 
We both could have been hurt very badly. I think God 
was telling me that I probably shouldn’t be driving 
with the way I’m feeling. 
Thanks again.    Love, Sandy 
 
Judy Hill thanks everyone for their cards and prayers  
as she recovers from a broken wrist. 
 
Thank you to all who sent cards, texts, messages, and 
love to Grace and me as we celebrated August 7 & 15.  
It was a joy to return home from Lake Louise camp to 
a full mailbox.  We are grateful to be in a place that 
supports our family.  God bless you all.   Pastor Hillary 
 
 
 



3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends of the United Methodist Church of Ludington,   
 
Where has the summer gone?  I keep hearing that lament as September comes rolling in. The care-
free days give way to a different rhythm, routine and schedule exchanged with the carefree days of 
summer as the seasons change.   
 
Seasons are changing in the life of the church too.  We launch Children’s Sunday school again on 
September 11 with two age level classes.  Jennifer MacDonald and Betty Tabor are working hard to 
coordinate this wonderful program.  Volunteering to assist one Sunday a month would be a great 
help to them, not to mention getting to build relationships with the children. 
 
Our partnership with Ludington Elementary School, our neighbor across the street, continues in 
two meaningful ways.   

Kids Hope USA is recruiting mentors and prayer partners as we invest in the well-being of 
all our community’s youth. More information is available on the display in the hallway 
near the education wing. 

The church will provide leadership for Lakeshore Food 4 Kids for the first time this fall 
as well.  We have been asked to help distribute food bags to students on Fridays to pro-
vide healthy food through the weekends.  Donna Possehn is working hard to assemble 
a team to assist hungry families. If you can help please connect with her. 

 
Each fall, the church’s leadership makes nominations for various positions and considers investing 
in new ministries.  Are you interested in serving in a new way?  Please contact Dan Sleeman, Lead-
ership Board chair or Pastor Hillary to explore the open positions as we approach our annual 
church conference.  As we prepare for church conference we will be collecting information about 
the church’s programs, finances, and future.  Please be in prayer for all the church’s leadership as 
we discern the best ways to invest our resources to continue to be a healthy, vibrant ministry to our 
community.   
 
There are three things we need to thrive in every season of life: worship, a ministry which utilizes 
the gifts God has given you, and an intentional time of discipleship including reading the Holy 
Scriptures and prayer.  Are you experiencing these three things each week?  Fall is a good time to 
evaluate and add or change old patterns to find ways to experience the life-giving power of God.  
There are many opportunities at UMCL to engage with God and neighbor.   
Let’s lean into this new season looking to serve and grow in Jesus. 

 
Happy Fall, 
Pastor Hillary 
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8/14/22 
 

We continue to receive funds for those experiencing  
the war in Ukraine. These donations are sent to 
UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 
very quickly. 
  
We continue to see a lot of action at the Blessings 
Box. It is not unusual to have a full box emptied in a 
matter of 2-3 days. The needs are great, so if you can 
add an item or two to your shopping list to put in the 
Blessings Box it will be appreciated by many people. 
 
If you have not yet heard, the mission 
project for VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
was the Mobility International Holland 
Michigan Division. They are the group 
that makes PETS (personal energy transports) for 
children in 3rd world countries who do not have use 
of their legs . The Holland group allowed us to bor-
row a PET so that everyone could see what they 
looked like and the VBS kids got a chance to ride it. 
Your response to this project was overwhelming: 
$3000 was collected, which means that 10 children 
no longer crawl to get around. Thank you for this 
generous outpouring of money to support this cause. 
  
  The conditions in Haiti remain very dangerous; the 
gangs are now controlling the country. The Anchor 
of Hope Mission in Haiti has completed the security 
wall around the mission complex. They are still 
providing education for the children, and the medical 
clinic is providing aid even with limited supplies. The 
food program continues as they are able to get sup-
plies. We need to keep them and all of Haiti in our 
prayers.    
 
On a sad note, Minerva Phiri, the founder of the 
Bwafwano Care Providers in Zambia, has passed 
away. At this point we are not aware of who is taking 
over that program. Our prayers go out to Minerva’s 
family. 
  The Missions Committee 
 
 
 
 

 

United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women) 
 
 
 
 

Monday, Sept. 12    UWF Executive Board, 1:00 pm 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 20    Ladies’ Lunch Date at Chef 
John’s, 11:30 am 
 
Monday, Sept. 26    UWF General Meeting, 1:00 pm 
 
Everyone will want to make sure to come for the 
United Women in Faith Worship service on 
Sunday, September 18. Marylynn Mullen has 
agreed to give the message that day. There is special 
music planned for that day, and you will learn a bit 
more about what United Women in Faith is about. 
 
On September 24 the Northern Waters District 
Annual Meeting of United Women of Faith is 
being held at Michelson Memorial UMC in Grayling, 
Michigan. Ruby Anderson, from the United Women 
in Faith National Board of Directors, will be an ex-
cellent speaker. There is always wonderful worship, 
energizing fellowship, yummy food, and opportunity 
for mission giving. See the registration form on the 
church office bulletin board or on the table by the 
main sanctuary entrance, and call the church office 
or Karen Genson (843-2482) if you have questions 
or are interested in attending.  It would be wonder-
ful to have a carpool of ladies attending from our 
church! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Church Women United: 
Church Women United is having a salad luncheon 
from 11:00 to 2:00 on September 14 in the 7th Day 
Adventist Hall. Tickets are $8, and Norma Koeppe 
will be selling them in the lobby after worship Sep-
tember 4 and 11.  
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Lisa Baldwin 
Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
John Drees 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Bishop Laurie Haller 
Carla Iris 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Jean Mumford 
Judy Penrod 
Pat Pollard 
Ted Radtke 
Bob Rasmussen 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
People of Ukraine 
John Vengen 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wer-
nette 
Yvonne Wilson 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda & Louie Wolven 
Barb Woodworth 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordina-
tors 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 
Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, 
AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, deployed 
 

 

 
 
 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Janyce McMullen 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of Hope 
and Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project  
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier & Allyson Hard & Family 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

 
 
 
 

Minerva Phiri 
of Bwafwano Care Project, 

Zambia 

 

 
 
 
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School Leader Jennifer Mac-
Donald 
Our church and leaders 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, 
daughter Grace 
Music Ministry, Tech Team, TV 
Programming 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington Ele-
mentary 
Our college students* 
People of Ukraine 
People of Kentucky 
All shooting survivors 
 
*Please send student name, address, 
and school to  
office@ludingtonumc.org and to  
Joan Kaatz (joankaatz@aol.com).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Late-breaking news:  
There will be an interment for Anne 
Estle in the Memorial Garden at 
1:00 pm Sunday, September 11. 
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Dear Friends, 
 
My youngest granddaughters, 

Taylor and Savannah, came to church with Clint and 
me when they lived in Mason County. They attend-
ed Sunday school and received Bibles in third grade. 
You can still see photos of them on one of the bul-
letin boards in the east hallway: they were dressed as 
wise men in one of our Christmas plays! 
 
Several years ago Taylor and Savannah moved to 
another county and no longer attend church, unless 
they are here visiting Clint and me. Aside from that, 
their only worship and Bible study is at one of our 
United Methodist Camps one week per summer. 
Each year I send in their registration and pay the 
registration fee, each year they receive a small ($50) 
scholarship from the Michigan Conference United 
Methodist Church, and each year you pay the rest 
out of your Camping Fund. Thank you so much for 
ensuring that these girls have the opportunity to re-
connect with God in devotions, worship, Bible 
study, outdoor activities, and fellowship with other 
Christian children and counselors.  
 
Taylor and Savannah are in middle school; and, as 
you might expect, they are too shy to stand up in 
front of the congregation and thank you personally.  
(Some of you adults are too shy to stand up in front 
of the congregation too!) So I asked them to write a 
thank you and something about their camp experi-
ence, and I would publish it in Footprints. Below is 
Taylor’s letter. Both girls attended the Middle 
School Sports Camp at Wesley Woods, which is in 
Dowling, Michigan (near Battle Creek). 
 

My Time at Wesley Woods Camp 
Hi! My name is Taylor,  and on the first day we had to 
do the swim test, and we had to run and scream till we 
ran out of breath. The second day we got to play bas-
ketball. Same with the third day. We couldn’t swim in 
the lake [Clear Lake] because of leeches and freshwater 
jellyfish, but we got to kayak in the lake and swim in 
the pool there. 
The counselors are nice. We got to play lots of sports. 
We got to do Just Dance a couple of nights and got 
snacks. I made lots of friends and I just wanna say 
thanks. I hope to go next year too. 
         Signed, Taylor  

 
 
 
 
Editor: There really is such a thing as freshwater jellyfish. 
You can google it. I had never heard of it until Taylor told me 
about it. 
Taylor did not include anything about worship in her letter, 
but she told me that they had chapel each morning and fire-
bowl in the evenings. 
 
Savannah stated that she enjoyed chapel, soccer, and 
making lots of friends. I asked Taylor if she and Sa-
vannah had exchanged contact information with 
their cabinmates so that they could keep in touch 
during the year, and she showed me the information 
on her phone. The female campers have already cre-
ated several communication groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My purpose in printing both girls’ testimonies is 
twofold. First, it’s to give them the opportunity to 
thank you. Second, it’s to publicize our United 
Methodist camps and describe some of the activities 
there. Camping information for 2023 will come out 
early next year. Be thinking about a child in your life 
who would enjoy camp. There are also retreats for 
adults. Go to www.umcamping.org for lots more 
information. 
 
A testimony from the Thurston-Cox family (with 
photos) is on the next page! 
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We will have an American Red Cross blood drive 
Friday, September 9. To donate blood, sign up at red-
crossblood.org. To volunteer for the drive, call the 
church office at 843-8340. 
 

 
Each Friday during the school year, 
the Lakeshore Food 4 Kids pro-
gram provides a bag of food for stu-

dents in need to take home for the weekend. We have 
been asked to help distribute those bags to the stu-
dents at the Ludington Elementary School. It would 
involve going to the school each Friday morning and 
putting the bags in the student’s locker or delivering 
them to their classroom.      
We believe that only 2 or 3 people are needed each 
Friday.  We would like to set up a team of individuals 
who would like to take on this task.  The larger the 
team the better, so that we can spread the fun around 
to a lot of people. 
If you are interested in helping with this very special 
ministry, please contact Donna Possehn at 231-690-
1647. 
 
 
We would like to get the Flower Ministry at the 
nursing homes started again. This was a great ministry 
but it stopped with COVID. It involves making up 
small bouquets of flowers and taking them to our 
church friends at the nursing homes. Contact Donna 
Possehn to volunteer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kids Hope USA wants you for the 2022-23 
school year! We had 8 mentors and prayer partners 
involved in this program at the end of the school year, 
and I couldn’t be happier to have had such a success-
ful start to our program with Ludington Elementary 
School. I pray that God will move you to be involved 
in this worthy program. Contact me, Cindy Genter, 
231-690-0612. 

 

 
Continued from previous page 

 
 

 
From the Thurston-Cox family: 
 

Grace enjoyed a half week at Black Bear Camp at 
Lake Louise United Methodist Camp in Boyne Falls, 
MI.  She said her favorite parts were: singing songs at 
chapel, playing on the playground, making s’mores, 
and swimming in the lake.  She also made a new best 
friend named Ella.  Her favorite song at camp was:  
“I’m not afraid of the dark, the dark is afraid of me, 
because God’s love glows in the dark.” 
 

This was her first year as a camper staying independ-

ent from Mom in the camper cabin.  She learned 

more about God’s love and stories of the faith thanks 

to your support.   
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Coloring Page 
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