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Our Church in Local Mission: Lakeshore Food 4 Kids 

 

We’ve gotten a good response from individuals willing to help distribute bags of food for the Lakeshore 

Food 4 Kids Program. Thanks to all of you who have volunteered. We will start in mid-October with 

training for a few people each week. Everyone must complete the school’s background check paperwork, 

which also requires a picture of your driver’s license. 

Each week a group at the high school fills bags with food for students to take home for the weekend. Last 

year some of us were able to help. (See photos below). After the bags are filled, they are delivered to the 

individual schools. It is then the responsibility of the schools to get them to each student in the program. 

This is where we can help. We will deliver the bags to the student's locker or to their classroom on Friday 

morning, or on Thursday if 

there is no school Friday. 

We believe that only four or 

five people are needed each 

Friday, but more may be re-

quired. We would like to set up 

several teams of individuals 

who would be assigned each 

week. If you are interested in 

helping with this very special 

ministry, please contact 

Donna Possehn at 231-

690-1647. 
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Masks and social distancing are no longer re-
quired at church, and eating is permitted. Feel 
free to continue masking and social distancing if 
you wish, and masks and hand sanitizer will still be 
available. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You 
can also watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  
watch the taped service later on Facebook or our web-
site. Spectrum Channel 190 broadcasts our worship 
service Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 
3:00 pm. 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24/7. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer 
lists. There is also a rack with stamped postcards. 
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before 
the service. If you watch the service on Facebook, stop 
by and pick one up so that you can follow along with 
the service. It’s a good way to get all the news and an-
nouncements. Pick some up for friends or family who 
cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works 
a hybrid schedule and is usually in the office Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, 
and her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message 
every Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so 
you can view it any time after that. 
 
Our church Google calendar has been linked to our 
website. Click www.ludingtonumc.org any time to see 
the calendar.  
 
Our annual Church Conference will be at 11:30 am 
Sunday, November 20, here at our church. Watch for 
more details in the November Footprints and upcoming 
bulletins! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
There will be a memorial service for Luella 

Burke Saturday, October 15 at 2:00 pm, with visita-
tion at 1:00 and refreshments after the service. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry needs some longer 
shawls. People continue to take shawls; they are need-
ed and appreciated. Thank you for your continued 
support in this ministry! Shawls are free for the taking; 
however, donations are always welcome for the pur-
chase of yarn. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Have you had a chance to visit and perhaps spend a 
few moments of quiet or meditation in the Prayer 
Room? The room is always open Monday through 
Thursday mornings with candlelight and soft music. 
We have an altar with an open Bible, and Jesus is there 
to join you. We have a kneeling bench that will soon 
be made higher for easier kneeling. Perhaps you would 
like to just sit in a chair to talk with the Lord. A wall 
hanging of Jesus in prayer walking the shore and the 
23rd Psalm tapestry help to give the room a real feel-
ing of holiness. Also, there are Scripture cards, prayer 
cards and lists available. You might like to look over 
some of the good books the library shelves have. At 
9:45 am on Sundays, all are welcome to join in prayer 
for the worship service. You will be blessed! 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barb Woodworth invites everyone to her 80th birthday 
party, to be held from 1 to 4 pm Saturday, October 15 
at Hamlin Township Hall. No gifts are requested. 
Lunch will be served. 
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Dear Friends- 

 

Seasons continue to change. We are moving deeper into the beauty of autumn, 
wrapped in the deep colors of this season. Life’s rhythms change once again. We 
need a sweatshirt or a jacket to leave the house. The scent of burning leaves is in the air. There is 
something special about each season in God’s wonderful world. 
 

Author and pastor Peter Scazzero writes about the seasons in the life of a church in his book The 

Emotionally Healthy Church.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter writes:  “I believe God is driving out of us a very unhealthy way that we’ve measured success 
as a church, and that we actually become the gospel we preach…We actually model it. We’re invit-
ing people to be free, and content, and joyful, full of life, and full of hope in Christ. And so we 
don’t demand the glory of summer and spring without an autumn and winter….If I try to make a 
life or make a ministry, or make a leadership that defies the diminishment of autumn, and the death 
of winter, I end up living a life and leading in a way that’s artificial…I really believe that God is do-
ing something profound in you, and in the church, and in His work around the world right now.  If 
we will but listen to Him and surrender to this season, and let this season take us deeper in Him.”   
 

I wonder what season of life you find yourself in just now? Are you experiencing growth and fruit 

like the seasons of spring and summer? Have you been living a time of loss and change, like the 

leaves which fall in autumn? Are you in a season of stillness, longing, and waiting for spring, like 

winter? One thing which is true is that God wastes nothing, no matter the season, and can use 

whatever season we find ourselves in. And God blesses all the seasons of our lives with a constant 

abiding presence of love and grace to see us through. 

 

If you are looking to grow in your faith no matter the season, UMC of Ludington has a gift for 

you. We are partnering with Amplify Media to provide a number of Bible study options and 

streaming content for your family to access for free. Simply go to amplifymedia.com and create an 

account. Use the code GVWXLF to activate your membership. There are cartoons for kids, video 

devotions, and in-depth Bible studies for everyone! I hope you can take advantage of this blessing!  
(Additional information on how to use and sign up are available on the Facebook page and on page 

10 of this newsletter.) 

                   
     Continued on next page 
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Continued from previous page 
 
 
 
 

This season of the year, autumn, finds the church in a time of preparation, organizing and planning 
for the rest of the year, which will include these upcoming events:   
 

The first Sunday in November we will mark “All Saints’ Sunday.” A time of reflection and honor-

ing those dearly departed will take place. If there are names and photos that you would like shared 

on All Saints please contact the church office. We spend October gathering the information to 

make this a reality. This special pause for remembrance is filled with candlelight and looks forward 

to a heavenly reunion with those we love.   

 

We will also bring back Trunk or Treat this year after a wonderful celebration last year. It will be 
held in the church parking lot (or inside the church if the weather does not cooperate.)  If you 
weren’t part of last year’s Trunk or Treat, it’s easy to get involved. Purchase enough candy for 
about 200 children, decorate your car for Halloween, find a costume, and join us October 30 from 
2 to 4pm.  It’s really that easy and lots of fun; not to mention a great way to show families in our 
community that this church loves children. 
 

What a season of abundant blessing we are living in! May God grant you grace for each moment 
and each season. “There is a time and a season for every purpose under heaven.”   
         (Ecclesiastes 3:2-8) 
 

With a grateful heart,  

 

Pastor Hillary Thurston-Cox 
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9-16-2022 

  
This monthly missions report is one of anticipation, 
disappointment, and success. 
 
Anticipation: 
We are now getting ready for our mission trip to the 
Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky. At this 
point, we have 11 people signed up to go. They are 
Dan & Marylynn Mullen, Dennis & Karen Genson, 
Wayne & Karen Disegna, Kirk Myers, Dave Pratt, 
Sharon Alexander, and Dan & Ann Sleeman. As we 
have done the last few years we have not chosen a 
specific project to do , but we will work on unfinished 
projects that need finishing before winter. We are 
looking forward to our Oct. 15 departure. 
 
Positive: 
Missionary Temba Nkomozepi sent an update on the 
many things going on at the Mujila Falls Agriculture 
Center. They have started a program to train pastors 
on how to raise chickens; which supplies food  for 
the people in the area, eggs, and income. The center is 
raising the baby chicks for the community to use. 
 
Their primary school was inspected by the Mwini-
lunga District Education officials and given high 
marks. They expect the school to start in the next few 
months.  
 
Two pastors in Wisconsin were able to raise enough 
funds for the center to purchase a 2-ton refrigerated 
Nissan truck that will allow them to more easily deliv-
er their eggs to the small business owners who sell 
them throughout the district. 
Our thanks to Paul Webster, who was the founder of 
the Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         The Missions Report continues on page 8. 

 
 
Dear  Pastor Hillary, Laurie, Derik, 
and Members, 

AFFEW* thanks you dearly for allowing us to hold 
very successful youth programming on your proper-
ty. The kids, 28 in total, worked in the Community 
Garden, (growing food for the Lakeshore Food 
Club), hiked in the amazing woods, created art, and 
learned about nutritious food and nature! A big 
thanks to Laurie for setting up the use of the Pavil-
ion, and to Derik for opening the gate on Thursdays. 
What a community asset your church is.  
In gratitude, 
Julie Chambers, AFFEW President 
 
*A Few Friends for the Environment of the World 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

The American Red Cross thanks us for our partner-
ship. Since we began blood drives at our church, we 
have had 68 drives, 1904 units collected, and more 
than 2003 total donors.  Each unit of blood can po-
tentially save three lives! Thank you to everyone who 
has volunteered at the blood drives or donated 
blood. Our next drive is November 11. 

 
~ ~ ~ 

 
Rev. Judy Downing has  returned to pastoring the 
Galesburg United Methodist Church, although she 
says that she will always pop in and out because this 
is home. She thanks everyone for their help. You 
can read her whole note on the bulletin board in the 
church office.  
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

From Mason County Emergency Management: 
Thank you for your generous support of our county-
wide active shooter exercise on 8/25/2022. With 
your support we were able to train over 200 individ-
uals from local schools, EMS, fire departments, and 
law enforcement. 
 
        Thank You Notes continue on page 7. 
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Lisa Baldwin (Barb Woodworth’s daugh-
ter) 
Al &  Jean Bouda 
Joan Carey (Marj. Carlson’s sister) 
Marjorie Carlson 
Jane Clark 
Vi DeMeester 
John Drees 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Cindy & Mike Genter 
Judy Hill 
Carla Iris 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Marylynn Mullen 
Kay Neal 
Judy Penrod 
Dave Peterson 
Bruce Pierce 
Pat Pollard 
Hal Post 
Ted Radtke 
Bob Rasmussen (Barb Woodworth’s 
brother)  
Leanne Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
John Vengen 
Wernette Family 
Yvonne Wilson 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda & Louie Wolven 
Barb Woodworth 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordinators 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 
Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, deployed 
Neal J. Stewart, SC 

 

Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
David Black, Washington (brother of SK  
Osborn) 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Janyce McMullen 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier,  
Anchor of Hope, Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project  
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier & Allyson Hard & Family 
 
Henderson Settlement  
(Mission Trip Oct. 15-23) 
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School Leaders Jennifer  
MacDonald & Sandy Gomez 
Nursery coordinator Betty Tabor 
Our church and leaders 
God’s vision for our church 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn,  
daughter Grace, Exchange Student Carmen 
Martinez 
Music Ministry, Tech Team, Becky Sopha 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington  
Elementary (Cindy Genter, Coordinator) 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

Survivors of floods and wildfires 
All shooting survivors 
People of Ukraine 
 
Our College Students* 
Joan Kaatz, Coordinator 
Heidi Faust, Cottey College, MO 
Rachel Faust, Lake Superior State  
Bella Gasaway, MSU 
Sam Gillette, U of M 
Jack Heimerdinger, Ferris 
Kyle Heimerdinger, WSCC 
Allison Kaatz, Aquinas 
Heather Kaatz, Alma 
Mackenzie McKinven-Copus, GVSU 
Wesley Stream, WSCC 
 
*Please send student name, address, and 
school to  
office@ludingtonumc.org and to  
Joan Kaatz (joankaatz@aol.com).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We have been praying for 
Rev. Laurie Haller, Bishop 
of the Iowa Conference, who 
began her years of ministry 
in Michigan and served our 
church 1985-89. She fell on 
black ice while running on 
February 16, fractured her 
wrist , sustained a serious 
concussion, and was on med-
ical leave beginning April 1. 
Bishop Haller returns to 
being Bishop of the Iowa 
Conference October 1. She  
plans to retire from active 
ministry at the end of this 
year, after forty-one years 
under appointment. She 
thanks everyone for their 
prayers. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Luella Burke 
July 12, 1941 - Sept. 9, 2022 

 

Carol Powers 
Dec. 6, 1934 - Sept. 22, 2022  
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We would like to get the Flower Ministry at the 
nursing homes started again. This was a great ministry 
but it stopped with COVID. It involves making up 
small bouquets of flowers and taking them to our 
church friends at the nursing homes. Contact Donna 
Possehn to volunteer. 
 
 
Kids Hope USA wants you for the 2022-23 
school year! Please contact me, Cindy Genter, 231-

690-0612., if you would like to be 
a mentor or prayer partner in our 
ministry with Ludington Elemen-
tary students. 
 

 
Our next American Red Cross Blood Drive will be 
November 11. Sign up to donate blood at 
www.redcrossblood.org. Sign up to volunteer at the 
canteen or registration tables by calling the church 
office. 
 
 

 
 
Continued from page 4 
 
 

Barb Woodworth thanks everyone for their continued 
prayers for her family and her. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

I would like to extend a big thank you to all who do-
nated household goods for the Afghan Relief Project. 
I transported them to my parents’ church in Lansing, 
and the folks there were very glad that we joined them 
in their mission. All items included in the collection 
are helping more than 300 Afghan refugee families 
that are settling in the Lansing area.  I will let the con-
gregation know if there are future opportunities in 
which we can help them further. 
Sincerely, Marylynn Mullen 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Church Women United of Mason County started 

sponsoring the “Mitten Tree” in 1986. This is the 

36th year of operation and it is going strong. It is esti-

mated that we have given approximately 13,000 pairs 

of mittens, hats and scarves in that time. We thank 

every person who has helped with this huge accom-

plishment. 

 

The Mitten Tree will continue this year as follows. 

 

For those w ho would like to participate in the pro-

gram by knitting, crocheting or sewing mittens, hats 

or scarves for the needy children of Mason County, 

we would love your help. The program is flexible; you 

can choose your own pattern, size and colors. We can 

also let you know of any needs based on size/gender/

color. If you need yarn, there is some available. To 

volunteer, get free yarn or if you have questions, 

please call either of the co-chairs: Suzanne Dietel at 

517-303-6030 or Norma Koeppe at 231-843-4253. 

 

The  Salvation Army will collect the items at any time 

throughout the year and will distribute them just be-

fore Christmas. Simply put them in a bag labeled 

“Mitten Tree” with your name and phone number on 

the bag and the number of items enclosed, and bring 

them to the Salvation Army at 1101 S. Madison Street 

in Ludington. Salvation Army hours are 10 am to 4 

pm Monday through Friday, and they can be reached 

at 231-843-3711. 

 

Our goal is to help Mason County’s children in need! 

All donations of mittens, hats and scarves are greatly 

appreciated. 

 

Suzanne Dietel and Norma Koeppe 

Mitten Tree Co-Chairs 
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United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women) 
 

Monday, October 10 - Executive 
Board 1:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, Oct. 19 - Ladies’ Lunch Date 11:30 am 
at El Rancho 
 
Monday, October 24 - All ladies of the church are wel-
come and encouraged to attend the October United 
Women in Faith General Meeting at 1:00 pm for a 
program about COVE (Communities Overcoming 
Violent Encounters), presented by Chelsea Farlow and 
Karalee Bradshaw, COVE’s Development Director 
and Executive Director, respectively. Besides learning 
about COVE, come and join in some fellowship and 
maybe even some refreshments.  
 
Needed: a woman from our church to be our repre-
sentative on Church Women United (the Ludington 
unit of a national ecumenical women’s movement). 
Janelle Schade was our past representative. Norma 
Koeppe, our current rep, has asked to be replaced. 
Janelle or Norma can tell you what is involved. Please 
contact Karen Genson if you feel this is something 
you feel led to try.  
 
We have a UWFaith Card Ministry.  If you know of 
some lady in our church who could benefit from a Get 
Well, Thinking of You, or Sympathy card from 
UWFaith, please let Monica Stewart know. She can’t 
send them if she doesn’t know who needs that loving 
outreach. 
 
Are you available on Wednesday mornings 9:30-11:30 
and could you cut strips of fabric to a specified width? 
Or can you sew simple straight seams to sew strips 
together (either on Wednesday mornings or at home 
anytime)? Then you could be helpful in the making of 
our famous woven rugs. We need you!  And Monica 
Stewart can answer questions and get you started! 
 
Join our Northern Waters District  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
northernwatersumw  
Michigan Conference site: https://
www.umwmichiganconference.org/  
National site: https://uwfaith.org/ 
Reading Program: https://uwfaith.org/
resources/2022-reading-program/ 
  

 

Continued from page 4 
 

Disappointment: 
The Anchor of Hope in Haiti has had to stop their 
operation due to the violence there. Gangs continue to 
control many parts of the country around Port-au-
Prince, blocking off roads, burning tires, kidnapping,  
and committing other crimes. The mission is not able 
to get supplies or gasoline to run their generators. We 
need to keep the whole country in our prayers. 
 
Other Information: 
Hilda Lungu has now taken over the Bwafwano Care 
Providers in Zambia with the passing of Minerva Phiri.  
 
 The Missions Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On November 6 we will celebrate All Saints’ Day. 

During worship on that day, we will remember our 

friends and family members who have died since our 

2021 All Saints’ Service on November 7. In October 

we will contact family members of those saints and 

invite them to participate in the service. We will also 

ask them for a photo of each saint to put on a Power 

Point slide that will be projected on the wall/screen. 

 

We currently know of the following individuals we will 

remember November 6: 

Allan Carlson, Gregg Heimall, Sally Collins, Marilyn 

Raven, E. Dean Raven, Kathleen Dust Mantey, Bill 

Alexander, Walter Johnson, Gail Niethe, Anne Estle, 

and Luella Burke.  

 

All Saints’ Day is not just for remembering saints of 

the church, but also those in our families and friend-

ship circles. Please contact the church office if you 

would like to include someone dear to you who has 

died since November 7, 2021. 

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=4b0393601b&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=4b0393601b&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=6c88a2a949&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=6c88a2a949&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=bef4c6cc97&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=b59b32581f&e=724f00047c
https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0f531577a12a8c99103b8d4bf&id=b59b32581f&e=724f00047c
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Coloring Page 
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CONNECT WITH AMPLIFY 

A New Ministry Partnership with UMCL 

 

United Methodist Church of Ludington is thrilled to provide its members with a new way to 

connect their digital device to motivating stories, insightful teaching, and powerful resources, 

anytime, anywhere: Amplify Media. 

Amplify is an online media platform that will provide reliable sources of Christian content 

through a Wesleyan lens for teaching, training, and inspiration. This virtual library offers 

thousands of videos that will equip you and your family to understand the Bible and its 

applications better. You may view videos at your convenience, either in private or with others in 

your home. There are numerous categories of resources designed to deepen your faith and your 

Christian discipleship.  

With Amplify, you can pick videos from various topics including Adult Study Resources, 

Women’s Bible Study, Racism and Reconciliation, Worship and Inspiration, Wesleyan 

Resources, The Great Courses, Kids’ Worship, Children’s Virtual Church, Children and Youth, 

Deep Blue Kids, Leaders’ Resources, Evening Devotionals, Faith and Finance and more.  

The subscription to Amplify Media is free for the UMCL family. Related books and resources 

can be ordered directly from the Amplify site, connecting you to Cokesbury. You must create an 

account and use UMCL’s church code:  GVWXLF.  Future Bible studies and small groups will use 

Amplify, so why not join now and take advantage of these wonderful resources to grow in faith? 
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