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Footprints 
November 2022 

5810 Bryant Road, Ludington, MI 49431   (231) 843-8340 
office@ludingtonumc.org     www.ludingtonumc.org 
Our Mission: Reveal the Grace of God by welcoming  
and serving all in Christ! 

The mission team at left went to Frakes, 
Kentucky October 15-23. Shown are Kirk 
Myers, Wayne and Karen Disegna, Sharon 
Alexander, Dan Sleeman, and Rev. Dave 
Pratt. There will be more pictures and an 
article in the December Footprints, and the 
team will talk about their trip in an upcom-
ing worship service. 

Sharon and Karen sorted clothes in the Thrift Store The men built a roof over a porch. 



2 

 
 

 
 

Masks and social distancing are no longer re-
quired at church, and eating is permitted. Feel 
free to continue masking and social distancing if 
you wish, and masks and hand sanitizer will still be 
available. 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You 
can also watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  
watch the taped service later on Facebook or our web-
site. Spectrum Channel 190 broadcasts our worship 
service Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 
3:00 pm. 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24/7. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer 
lists. There is also a rack with stamped postcards. 
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before 
the service. If you watch the service on Facebook, stop 
by and pick one up so that you can follow along with 
the service. It’s a good way to get all the news and an-
nouncements. Pick some up for friends or family who 
cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works 
a hybrid schedule and is usually in the office Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, 
and her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message 
every Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so 
you can view it any time after that. 
 
Our church Google calendar has been linked to our 
website. Click www.ludingtonumc.org any time to see 
the calendar.  
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

The Ball Brothers will present a Christmas Concert at 
3 pm Sunday, November 20. The concert is free and 
open to the public. There will be a love offering taken. 
 

 

 
 

Our annual Church Conference will be here 
at our church Sunday, November 20 at 11:30 
am. At Church Conference we vote on the 

next year’s leadership ballot,  hear reports on member-
ship, approve the pastor’s salary and the continuing 
status of our lay speakers and lay ministers, and share 
news about church initiatives and programs. Anyone 
may attend and have voice, but only UMCL  members 
may vote.  

~ ~ ~ 
 

ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Set your clocks back when you go to bed Saturday, 
November 5, and get an extra hour of sleep! 

 
 

~ ~ ~ 
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Dear Church Family— 

 
For the past nine months the Leadership Board has been on a journey together, discerning the 
needs of the congregation and working on areas which were in need of improvement. As we 
worked to come up with strategies for growth and better communication, there was agreement 
that we needed professional help, particularly in areas of marketing and technology.   

 
To assist us with an upgraded website, logo, and marketing plans, the board chose to work with 
Clear Church Communications. This company, led by an active United Methodist director, has 
helped churches of every size grow in their capacity to reach new people and clearly communi-
cate their missions to communities across the country.   

 
In the coming months, we will begin unveiling new features to the website, printed materials, t-
shirts, and other items to get the word out about our great church.   

 
First up is the new logo you see pictured above. This logo was developed with input from the 
Leadership Board. We asked for an image that captured our love for the community of Luding-
ton, our heritage as United Methodists, and the emphasis of mission and service that has been 
the hallmark of UMCL for generations.   

 
As you can see, all this and more are reflected here. The artist was able to incorporate the 
Stearns Park lighthouse, the UMC cross and flame logo, and a light that shines out from our 
congregation to the community. I hope you find inspiration looking at this image.   

 
You may notice the UMCL lighthouse appearing in bulletins, newsletters, and letterhead. This 
is just the beginning of efforts to renovate and refresh the church’s marketing. We are thankful 
for monies from the “Grow the Church” endowment that will help move our church forward.   

 
As we move into the month of November, I will be giving thanks for the Leadership Board.  
They have shown strength and vision. These leaders are working tirelessly to help shine the 
light of Jesus. Please join me in prayer and gratitude for a church that leads and loves like Jesus. 
 
With a grateful heart, 

 

Pastor Hillary Thurston-Cox 
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From Jennifer MacDonald and Darlene  Ponko: 
Krystal Bells is looking for children in Kin-
dergarten and up to ring handbells on 
Thanksgiving Sunday and on December 18 
for the Christmas season! If  your child 
would like to play in the Krystal Bells, 
please sign him/her up with Mrs. MacDon-
ald at 231-690-8944. 
 
Practice and Performance Schedule: 
November 6 - Practice 
November 13 - Practice 
November 20 - Performance 
 
December 4 - Practice 
December 11 - Practice 
December 18 - Performance 
 
All practices will be in the Christian Educa-
tion Gathering Space during Sunday School 
(10:15-11:00 after Pastor Hillary’s Chil-
dren’s Message). 
 
On performance days, please send your 
child to the Christian Ed Gathering Space 
at 9:30 am before the service for dress re-
hearsal. 

 
 
 
Celebrate with us! Recently our 
congregation took part in a free 
energy program through an organ-
ization called Michigan Interfaith 
Power & Light. As a result of this program, we are 
taking charge of our energy usage: lowering our energy 
bill and freeing up more of our budget for mission and 
ministry! It is a great responsibility to run our facility 
in a way that respects the needs of our climate and 
God’s Creation, and we are glad to let you know that 
through energy efficiency, we are making sure that our 
congregation is using resources as wisely as possible. 
We have great peace in knowing that we are doing our 
part to create a healthier, cleaner, and greener planet.  
 
Dan Post explains how we’re doing that: 
 
“The Trustees started the journey years back when 
they converted the parking lot lighting and Sanctuary 
lights to LED as well as installing the new Ecobee 
thermostats throughout the building. I continued their 
journey about a year and a half ago by changing all the 
burned out exterior building lights with energy effi-
cient bulbs, relamping the steeple lights to LED and 
changing all burned out lights inside the building with 
retrofit LED bulbs. 
 
This Spring we were approached by Michigan Inter-
faith Power & Light about a program they had in con-
junction with Consumers Power to assist churches 
with getting their facilities on the road to energy effi-
ciency. Consumers Energy came out, did a building 
survey to see how they could help, then returned and 
replaced the remaining light bulbs in the building with 
new LED retrofit bulbs at NO CHARGE to the con-
gregation. They replaced in total approximately 387 
old 4-foot fluorescent bulbs, which took them 2 days 
to complete. With the addition of the work done by 
Consumers Energy, the inside lighting is approximate-
ly 95% LED lighting.   
 
                                     (Continued on page 7) 
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Conditions in Haiti continue to be very tense and 
dangerous. The government is asking for outside help 
to steady the situation. But the country remains shut 
down. Gasoline is now up to $30 a gallon if you can 
get it. The Anchor of Hope was able to receive a 
truckload of food so that the children staying at the 
mission have food to eat. 
 
The Missions Committee had a meeting and decided 
that our Thanksgiving offering will be given to 
Lakeshore Food Club. 
 
Our Christmas offering will be given to Hospitality 
INC. 
 
Additional Giving ~ 
     UMCOR Disaster Relief                              $1,000 
     Anchor of Hope, Haiti                                $1,000 
     HELP Ministries                                         $1,000 
     Henderson project funds                               $700 
     West Shore Family Support                           $500 
     Temba Nkomozepi (Mujila Falls)                  $500 

       Funds set aside for Christmas  
       all-church benevolent activity**                    $500                            
     Mason Co. Sheriff’s PUP program                  $300 
                            (child safety) 
 
Plans are also underway for a church-wide project to 
provide shoebox Christmas gifts for those in need in 
our community. More information will be forthcom-
ing shortly. 
By the time you read this report our mission team to 
Henderson Settlement will be back to share pictures 
and stories for you. 
 
The Missions Committee 
10/16/2022 
 

 
 
United Methodist Church: Rev. Hilla-
ry Thurston-Cox and Congregation -  

Thank you for thinking about the babies and their 
families by your donation! It will go a long way sup-
plying diapers, wipes, formula and clothes for the 
little ones. We truly appreciate you. Bless you! 
West Shore Family Support 
Lindsay Murphy 
 
Words can’t always say the proper “thank you” for 
thinking of me and putting me in your prayers -- 
please continue. I love the prayer shawl and use it all 
the time. I want to thank Becky for bringing it to me 
and bless all you who thought of me. I’m hoping 
things will get better, and soon. God bless you very 
much. You’ll all be in my prayers also. 
Thank you and God bless, 
Vickey Lockman 

                                         
Douglas Johnson, Chair of the 
16th Michigan Railroad History 
Conference that met here at our 
church September 17, wrote a letter 
thanking our church and the spe-
cific people who helped facilitate 
the arrangements and the confer-
ence itself: Dennis Tabor, Karen 
Genson, Laurie McKinven-Copus. 

The full letter is posted on the church office bulletin 
board, but some excerpts are printed below. 
 
“Dear Mr. Sleeman and Pastor Thurston-Cox: 
Please accept our immense gratitude and apprecia-
tion for providing a wonderful venue in which to 
hold our recent conference. From our first scouting 
visit August 27, 2020 through the final vacuuming 
on September 17, 2022, our interactions with every-
one associated with the church were universally ex-
cellent...We were moved by the generosity of spirit 
of everyone we met...Fellowship Hall was a perfect 
setting for our presentations. As it turned out, we 
had about 70 people involved. The room was quite 
comfortable. Having use of the well-equipped kitch-
en made our caterer’s job much easier. The large 
wall screen and microphone system were also most 
useful. Please accept our deep gratitude and appreci-
ation for making our event such a success.” 
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Lisa Baldwin (Barb Woodworth’s daugh-
ter) 
Al &  Jean Bouda 
Joan Carey (Marj. Carlson’s sister) 
Jane Clark 
John Drees 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Linda Heimerdinger 
Carla Iris 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Judy Penrod 
Dave Peterson 
Bruce Pierce 
Pat Pollard 
Hal Post 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
John Vengen 
Wernette Family 
Yvonne Wilson 
Linda & Louie Wolven 
Matt Wood 
Barb Woodworth 
 
Names will be removed from the 
above list after three months, unless 
you inform Lynne Gohn or the 
church office that you want the 
name to stay on. 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordinators 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 
Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, deployed 
Neal J. Stewart, SC 

 
 

Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
David Black, Washington (brother of SK  
Osborn) 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Janyce McMullen 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner, Lake Orion 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier,  
Anchor of Hope, Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project  
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier & Allyson Hard & Family 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School Leaders Jennifer  
MacDonald & Sandy Gomez 
Nursery coordinator Betty Tabor 
Our church and leaders 
God’s vision for our church 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn,  
daughter Grace, Exchange Student  
Carmen Martinez 
Music Ministry, Tech Team, Becky Sopha 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington  
Elementary (Cindy Genter, Coordinator) 
Food 4 Kids on Fridays 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

Survivors of floods, wildfires, hurricanes 
All shooting survivors 
People of Ukraine 
 
Our College Students* 
Joan Kaatz, Coordinator 
Heidi Faust, Cottey College, MO 
Rachel Faust, Lake Superior State  
Bella Gasaway, MSU 
Ayden Genter, Northern Michigan U 
Sam Gillette, U of M 
Jack Heimerdinger, Ferris 
Kyle Heimerdinger, WSCC 
Allison Kaatz, Aquinas 
Heather Kaatz, Alma 
Anna Sparks, Iowa State U 
Wesley Stream, WSCC 
 
*Please send student name, address, and 
school to  
office@ludingtonumc.org and to  
Joan Kaatz (joankaatz@aol.com).  
 

 
 
 
 
We will remember the follow-
ing members and friends of 
our church on All Saints’ Day, 
November 6.  
 
Bill Alexander 
Carol Ann Black 
Luella Burke 
Allan Carlson 
Sally Collins 
Anne Estle 
Gregg Heimall 
Walt Johnson 
Kathleen Dust Mantey 
Joseph Blythe Newton 
Gail Niethe 
Carol Powers 
E. Dean Raven 
Marilyn Raven 
Daughn  Lee Schipper 
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Continued from page 4 
 
 

This Summer/Fall we continued the journey by re-
placing the old obsolete canopy lighting at the front 
entrance with retrofit LED fixtures. We also replaced 
all of the Exit signs and emergency lighting through-
out the building with new LED units. None of them 
were working on battery backup and several weren't 
working at all. The Lobby lights have been changed 
out to new LED units as many weren't working and 
they were all old non-efficient fixtures.” 
 
How can you save energy in our church building? 
Dan’s suggestions are below. 
 
1) Only light areas needed. 
2) Make sure lights are turned off when leaving an 
area or the building. 
3) Notify the office or Dennis Tabor if you cancel a 
scheduled activity so the heating/cooling levels can be 
adjusted accordingly. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women) 
 
 
Nov. 7 - Executive Board 1 pm 

 
Nov. 17 - Ladies’ Lunch Date at House of Flavors 11:30  
 

Nov. 21 - Ladies, have you wondered about the recent 
change from United Methodist Women to United 
Women in Faith? On November 21 at 1:00, Julia Pa-
radine-Rice, Michigan Conference UWF President, is 
coming to speak and tell us all about the changes and 
what we can look forward to.  Please, be sure to come 
and hear for yourselves!!  You won’t want to miss it!!   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our next American Red Cross Blood Drive will be 
November 11. Sign up to donate blood at 
www.redcrossblood.org. Sign up to volunteer at the 
canteen or registration tables by calling the church 
office. 
 
Phyllis Heimall is resigning from Memorial Garden 
duties, and we need someone to take over the flower 
planting, weeding and other upkeep tasks. Phyllis will 
train the new person. If you are interested, please con-
tact Phyllis or Pastor Hillary. 
 
The Lakeshore Food 4 Kids program started on Oc-
tober 14. Carol Pehrson and Angie Tenney were our 
first volunteers. They passed out 44 meals for the stu-
dents at Ludington Elementary School It went very 
well, and it only took about half an hour. Thanks very 
much to them for their help. 
The program is on Fridays, and it doesn’t take much 
time. It gives us a chance to serve those in our neigh-
borhood. If you want more information or you are 
interested in signing up to help, please contact Donna 
Possehn at 231-690-1647. 
 
The Mitten Tree is in its 36th year of operation! If 
you’d like to participate in the Mitten Tree Program 
by knitting, crocheting, or sewing mittens, hats or 
scarves for the needy children of Mason County, we 
would love your help. You can choose your own pat-
tern, size, and colors. We can let you know of any 
needs based on size/gender/color. If you need yarn, 
there is some available. Please call Co-Chairs Suzanne 
Dietel (517-303-6030) or Norma Koeppe (231-843-
4253) to volunteer or if you have questions. 
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CONNECT WITH AMPLIFY 

A New Ministry Partnership with UMCL 

 

United Methodist Church of Ludington is thrilled to provide its members with a new way to 

connect their digital device to motivating stories, insightful teaching, and powerful resources, 

anytime, anywhere: Amplify Media. 

Amplify is an online media platform that will provide reliable sources of Christian content 

through a Wesleyan lens for teaching, training, and inspiration. This virtual library offers 

thousands of videos that will equip you and your family to understand the Bible and its 

applications better. You may view videos at your convenience, either in private or with others in 

your home. There are numerous categories of resources designed to deepen your faith and your 

Christian discipleship.  

With Amplify, you can pick videos from various topics including Adult Study Resources, 

Women’s Bible Study, Racism and Reconciliation, Worship and Inspiration, Wesleyan 

Resources, The Great Courses, Kids’ Worship, Children’s Virtual Church, Children and Youth, 

Deep Blue Kids, Leaders’ Resources, Evening Devotionals, Faith and Finance and more.  

The subscription to Amplify Media is free for the UMCL family. Related books and resources 

can be ordered directly from the Amplify site, connecting you to Cokesbury. You must create an 

account and use UMCL’s church code:  GVWXLF.  Future Bible studies and small groups will use 

Amplify, so why not join now and take advantage of these wonderful resources to grow in faith? 
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Our Mission: Reveal the grace of God by welcoming and 
serving all in Christ! 
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