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Footprints 
   A publication of 
UNITED METHODIST       CHURCH 
OF LUDINGTON 
5810 Bryant Road, Ludington, MI  49431   (231) 843-8340  Email: office@ludingtonumc.org 

www.ludingtonumc.org                                     Our Mission:  
Reveal the Grace of  God by welcoming and serving all in Christ! 

MAY 2022 

 

 

Some Highlights from April 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           Lobby Remodel -- page 10      Easter Egg Party -- page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         Lent Brunch at Pentwater: Centenary -- page 4   
   
 

See inside this newsletter 
for more photos! 
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Masks and social distancing are no longer required at 
church, and eating is permitted. Feel free to continue 
masking and social distancing if you wish, and masks 
and hand sanitizer will still be available. 
 

~ ~ ~ 

 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You can also 
watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  watch the 
taped service later on Facebook or our website. Spectrum 
Channel 190 is again broadcasting our worship service 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 3:00 pm. 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24 hours. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer lists. 
There is also a rack with stamped postcards.  
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before the 
service. If you are watching the service on Facebook, stop 
by and pick one up so that you can follow along with the 
service. It’s a good way to get all the news and announce-
ments. Pick some up for friends or family who cannot make 
it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works a hybrid 
schedule and is usually in the office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00 (note change).  
 
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, and 
her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message every 
Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so you can view 
it any time after that. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Rev. Robert Collins, a United Methodist pastor and the 
brother of Sally Collins, will officiate at a memorial service 
for Sally at 2 pm May 14 in our sanctuary. All are invited. 
Sally died December 8, 2021. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                      
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

It’s time to start thinking about United Methodist 
Summer Camp!  There are camps for high school, 
middle school and elementary students at  Lake 

Michigan Camp near Pentwater and at Wesley Woods 
Camp in Dowling. There are also adventure camps for high 
schoolers that involve kayaking and bicycling. The week-
long camps that meet at Lake Michigan 
Camp and Wesley Woods are $420. Yes, 
the camps are expensive. But before you 
stop reading, be aware that our church and 
the conference offer scholarships. Go to 
umcamping.org and read all about the different camps of-
fered. Choose a camp, then register your student 
(registration cost is $75).  Download a scholarship form 
from the camping website and bring it in for Pastor Hillary 
to sign.  
 
P.S. Children having completed grades 1-3 can choose to 
attend a full-week camp or a half-week camp, offered at 
Wesley Woods. Mini Camps are $220.  
 
If you have any questions about camp scholarships or other 
details, contact Laurie or Pastor Hillary. 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

Beautiful day for taking down the Christmas lights in the 
front lawn. Thanks to Dennis Genson and his crew: Karen 
Genson, Bill and Shirley Mitchell,, Marylynn Mullen, Ed 
McCumber, Cindy Genter, Dennis Tabor, Karen Disegna, 
Tom Penrod, and Dennis Genson. Not pictured: Mike 
Genter, Wayne Disegna., Donna Possehn (photographer). 
 
 
 Bits & Pieces continues on next  page 
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Easter Egg Party 

 
Sunday afternoon, April 10 our church hosted an Easter 
Egg Party in the CE area. Ten children representing six 
families enjoyed the festivities, which included these activity 
centers:  Decorating egg-shaped cookies, preparing a sticker 
card, hopping like a bunny with ears, bouncing an “egg” 
balloon into the basket, tossing bean bags at a giant egg, 
and feeding the bunny carrots. Mary Bing presented an 
Easter storybook. Refreshments followed, served by SK 
Osborn and Karen Genson. Sand pails with shovels were 
available for the egg hunt. Outside we spied colorful bunny 
trails crossing the patio! The hunt was on with older stu-
dents helping the younger children find their allotment of 
ten eggs. The last activity station was sidewalk chalk. Chalk 
designs by our kids were impressive. The party closed with 
sticker cards being redeemed. Each family left with a huge 
ball balloon on an elastic cord. Larry Bing was our photog-
rapher. This project was planned by the UMC Kids Hope 
USA mentor team. (We were not allowed at this time to 
invite our mentees.) Our team includes Cindy Genter, Pas-
tor Hillary, Mary and Larry Bing, Lew Wilson, and Betty 
Tabor. Beth Mallon was unable to attend. 
Submitted by Betty Tabor 4-14-22 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
More photos on page 8! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
continued 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

Information and Planning Meeting 
For Henderson Mission Trip 

Wednesday, May 11, 7 pm 
At the church 

 
Have you been thinking about such a trip? Join us and find 
out what it’s all about. Please contact Kirk Myers or Wayne 
Disegna with questions. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
Ludington High School staff and students are holding a 
service day on June 1. If you are interested in receiving out-
door yard help from a group of supervised teens from the 
high school, please send  your  name, address, contact in-
formation, and a brief description of what you might like 
accomplished to lhslovesludington@lasd.net by May  20. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be examining our lives and 
setting intentional goals for growth. I hope you can join us 
in person or online. In this season of return from the sea-
sons of COVID-19, it felt important to revisit why and how 
we can choose Christ in every area of our lives. Thank you 
for your prayerful commitments. God created us to do 
good and to spend our lives in love and service. May our 
church be made stronger, healthier, and more reflective of 
God’s glory during this special time. The brochure enclosed 
with this newsletter is intended to inform and enlighten you 
as you make these commitments. 
 
God bless. 
 
Pastor Hillary 
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What a lovely surprise! Thank you all for 
helping me celebrate my birthday. The roses 
that Kirk gave me were beautiful;  the cards, 
greetings, phone calls, and prayers were very 
heartwarming. 
Thank you so very much. 
Violet (Vi) DeMeester 
   
 
Ludington Coats & Kids: 
Thank you all so much for your winter attire donation to 
our families at the Fountain Head Start! 
 Your friendly staff at FCDC 
 
 
Dear Pastor Hillary and United Methodist Church, 
Thank you so much for allowing AFFEW to use your 
church for our Earth Day Celebration. It was a wonderful 
place and setting for us that day. 
Sincerely,  
Julie Chambers, AFFEW President 
 
Editor’s Note: AFFEW gave a donation to help defray costs of 
cleaning and electricity. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Palm Sunday was the second Sunday of the month, when 
our beautiful handmade prayer shawls are displayed in the 
chancel. You can pick up a prayer shawl to take to some-
one in need, or get yarn and instructions so that you can 
make some prayer shawls. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
UMW Executive Board meets at 1 
pm May 2. 
 
Attention everyone - United Meth-

odist Women are having an Indoor Yard Sale  from 9 am 
to 2 pm on May 21. Needed: Donated items, Workers, and 
Shoppers! Are any of you doing spring cleaning? Please set 
aside items (no clothing or shoes/boots) that you would 
like to donate for us to sell. Ideally, they should not be 
arriving at the church until the Wednesday before the 
sale. Call Karen Genson with questions (843-2482). 
Please also put it on your calendar. We will need people 
to set up, people to work  that day, and shoppers. Spread 
the word to potential shoppers - family, friends, etc.! 
 
Our UMW and Pentwater: Centenary UMW enjoyed a 
Lent brunch at Pentwater on April  12. Pastor Hillary 
gave the message. 
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4/18/22 
 
 

 

We are thankful to have a budget of $12,000 for this year.  
The response to our Easter Offering has been very strong. 
At this point we have received almost $4000; half of which 
is going to the Henderson Settlement and half to UMCOR 
to the Ukraine Relief Fund. 
 
The needs everywhere are great but the situation in Ukraine 
is so tragic that we decided, via an email meeting, to send 
an additional $2000 to the UMCOR Ukraine Relief Fund. 
 
Additional Giving this year has been 
     Bwafwano Care Providers                          $1,000 
     Campus Ministries (FSU Wesley House)    $1,000 
     HELP Ministries                                        $1,000 
     Kids Hope USA (mentoring program)          $500 
     Blessings Box project                                    $500 
 
We are expecting that the Blessings Box will be in place by 
the time you read this report. 
 
Our congregation has been contributing additional funds to 
support the Ukraine disaster. Thanks to you who have been 
doing this, and we ask everyone to consider giving a little 
extra to help those who are devastated by this war. Just 
mark any contributions “Ukraine Fund”.  
 
We are planning a mission  trip to Henderson this year and 
we will have a planning meeting at 7 pm May 11. We pres-
ently have 8 people interested but there is room for more; 
so if you would like to go, please join us. 
 
If you have a heart for missions please contact Wayne Dis-
egna. We would love to have you join our team. 
 
The Mission Committee 
 
Editor’s Note:  On April 24 Wayne reported that our church had 
given approximately $5,000 to the Ukraine Relief Fund through our 
Easter Offering, our general fund, and received private giving. 

 
 
 
 
 
Here are some opportunities to get things done in our 
church and get to know each other better. What do you feel 
led to help with? Please call the church office and leave a 
message or send an email to office@ludingtonumc.org.  
Provide the name of the project you are willing to help 
with, your name, and your contact information -- cell phone 
or email address if you can. 
 
Hospitality Group 
Do you enjoy coffee, goodies, and visiting on Sunday 
mornings in our beautiful lobby? That requires volunteers: a 
rotating group, maybe four people per Sunday.  
Volunteers arrive between 8:30 and 9:00 to brew coffee and 
set up the coffee center, monitor for needed refills before 
and after church service, and clean up after the crowd 
leaves. (Cleanup went from 11:30 to 12:30 with two people  
working. It will be speedier with more people).  
 
Pavilion Spring Cleaning Group 
Before anyone is going to want to use the pavilion for any-
thing, it will need a major spring cleaning. A cleaning day 
will be set up early in May that works for the volunteers 
who express a willingness to help. 
 
Fellowship Hall Storeroom Sorting/Cleaning 
It needs a major sorting/cleaning out! A date in early May 
will be set that works for volunteers. If your group has 
something stored there, please label it ahead of time and/or 
have a group member present on cleaning day. 
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More Easter Egg Party Photos 
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Hats Off to Our 2022 High School Graduates! 
 

We will celebrate Graduation Sunday during worship on May 22, honoring those high school and 
college graduates who participate in our church. Students must be here in person on May 22 to be 
recognized.  So far, we are aware  of the following high school students who are graduating: Heidi 
Faust, Bella Gasaway, Kyle Heimerdinger, Allison Kaatz, Hayden Madl, Mackenzie McKinven-
Copus, Maren Martinsen, Wesley Stream. 
 
Below are special invitations from two of our grads. 

 
 
 
 

You are invited 
to 

Bella Gasaway’s  
Graduation Open House 

Saturday, May 28 
1 to 5 pm 

in the  
Church Pavilion 
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Rev. Dennis Bromley 
Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
Tim Daenzer (Ruth Barritt’s friend) 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Sean Gordon 
Bishop Laurie Haller 
Carla Iris 
Christina Kary 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Yvonne McCumber 
Judy Penrod 
Dave Peterson 
Pat Pollard 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
People of Ukraine 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wernette 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda and Louie Wolven 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordinators 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 

Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, FL 
 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Anne Estle, Indiana 
 

 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of 
Hope and Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project and  
Minerva Phiri 
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier, Allyson & Whaylen Hard, 
new baby 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School 
Our Church—Vision for the future 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, 
daughter Grace, exchange student 
Maren Martinsen  
Music Ministry & Becky Sopha 
Tech Team 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington Elem. 
Our college students (Joan Kaatz,  
Coordinator) 
People affected by severe weather 
events 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 5 is the National Day of 
Prayer. There will be a gathering from 
12:05 to 12:50 pm that day at the Mason 
County Courthouse. Prayer will be of-
fered for the president and his advisors, 
local state officials, churches, law en-
forcement, education,  local businesses, 
the U.S. military, hospitals, and the 
world. The theme for this year’s gather-
ing is “Exalt the Lord, who has estab-
lished us”, from Colossians 2:6-7. In the 
event of rain, the service will move to 
Community Church, 109 N. Harrison. 
There are evening events from 6 to 7 pm 
at Radiant Church and from 7 to 8 pm at 
Trinity Church. 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

Walt Johnson 
April 12, 1927 - April 10, 2022 

 
 

Gail Niethe 
 d. April 21, 2022 
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Coloring Page 
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Our renovated lobby was unveiled at a reception after  
Palm Sunday worship. Many thanks to Deborah Chrys-
tal for her leadership on the redesign team, and to the 
many people who contributed their time, talents and 
financial donations to create this beautiful, welcoming 
area. A list of contributors is available in the lobby. 
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