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Lent in the Holy Land 
 

The month of March heralds the coming of the holy season of Lent. It is the time for nur-
turing the inner flame of our souls. A time of spiritual emphasis, that by God’s grace can 
become a time of renewal. Ashes giving way to new life. Let us then make it a priority to be 
present in worship and discipleship opportunities as they give us a place to gather around 
Divine truth with blessed community. To find meaning and purpose in God’s work in the 
world.   
 
As we make space in our calendars for the upcoming observance of Ash Wednesday and 
move into Lent, there will be many opportunities to seek out time with God and to grow 
together. 
 
The Ash Wednesday service take place on March 2 at 7 pm in the sanctuary. You are invit-
ed to a contemplative time of receiving ashes (done in a COVID friendly format with tem-
porary ash tattoos this year), taking Holy Communion, and choosing a discipline for the 40 
days of Lent. 
 
The sermon series for the coming weeks will be Lent in the Holy Land. Many of us have 
missed the joy of travel during the pandemic. But what if you could travel to the holy sites 
and experience the Bible in a new ways just by joining us for worship? I am looking forward 
to preaching about the places where Jesus lived and taught. I will share stories, photos, vide-
os, and artifacts from a pilgrimage in 2018 that will bring fresh insight to these ancient, 
treasured stories of the Christian faith.                        (Continued on page 3) 
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Please continue to wear a mask when you are in the church 
building for any reason. It is required. As Christians, we 
care about other people. Being vaccinated and wearing a 
mask can help prevent the transmission of COVID-19 and 
its variants, saving lives and taking pressure off of our ex-
hausted hospital personnel.  
Please note: Because masks are currently required in 
the church building, groups that meet here are asked 
not to serve food because that would entail removing 
masks to eat. 

~ ~ ~ 

 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! Or 
watch the livestream on our Facebook page, watch the 
taped service later, or see the broadcast on Spectrum 
Channel 190 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 3:00 pm. 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24 hours. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer lists. 
There is also a rack with stamped postcards.  
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before the 
service. If you are watching the service on Facebook or on 
the local TV channel, stop by and pick one up so that you 
can follow along with the service. It’s a good way to get all 
of the news and announcements. Pick some up for friends 
or family who cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works a hybrid 
schedule and is usually in the office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00 to 2:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, and 
her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 

 Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional 
message every Wednesday on Facebook! It 
posts at 9 am, so you can view it any time after 
that. 

 When Ludington Schools are closed be-
cause of weather, the church building is closed and 
meetings/events for that day are cancelled. An excep-
tion is Women’s AA, which may meet anyway. 

 Sometimes we will be printing the newsletter in black 
and white to save money, but if you get the newsletter 
electronically it will always be in color! Call or email the 
church to switch from snail mail to email. 

 
 
 
 
 

We will celebrate Graduation Sunday 
during worship on May 22, honoring 
those high school and college graduates 
who participate in our church. Students 
must be here in person on May 22  to be 
recognized.  So far, we are aware  of the following students 
who are graduating: 
 
High School: Heidi Faust, Bella Gasaway, Kyle 
Heimerdinger, Allison Kaatz, Mackenzie McKinven-Copus, 
Maren Martinsen, Wesley Stream. 
 
Please tell us who we’re missing! 
 

 
~ ~ ~  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s time to start thinking about United Methodist Summer 
Camp!  There are camps for high school, middle school and 
elementary students at  Lake Michigan Camp near Pentwa-
ter and at Wesley Woods Camp in Dowling. There are also 
adventure camps for high schoolers that involve kayaking 
and bicycling. The week-long camps that meet at Lake 
Michigan Camp and Wesley Woods are $399 if you register 
your child by April 30; the cost is $420 if you register May 1 
and beyond. Yes, the camps are expensive. But before you 
stop reading, be aware that our church and the conference 
offer scholarships. Go to umcamping.org and read all about 
the different camps offered. Choose a camp, then register 
your student (registration cost is $75).  Contact the registrar 
about conference scholarships. And be sure to let Pastor 
Hillary know your child is registered for camp, so that the 
church can help out financially.  
P.S. Children having completed grades 1-3 can choose to 
attend a full-week camp or a half-week camp, offered at 
Wesley Woods. Mini Camps are $199 if you register by 
April 30, or $220  if you register May 1 and beyond.  
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 Lent in the Holy Land continued from page 1 

 

Along with sermons on Sunday, our devotional for Lent will continue the Holy Land tour in Places of the 
Passion by Professor Reed Lessing. Booklets will be available in the church lobby or the airlock entry near 
the church office beginning February 27. They are designed to accompany us through Lent with daily med-
itations on Scripture.   
 
I will also be leading a Bible study on the book Places of the Passion by Carol Geisler for six weeks beginning 
Sunday,  March 6.   
 
My prayer is that we will be swept up in the story of Jesus like pilgrims on a journey of faith, because that is 
what we are. As we spend Lent in the Holy Land, may we discover that Lent itself is a holy land, a place 
and season where we meet God. 
 
Lenten Blessings, 
 

Pastor Hillary  

 
“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was going to receive as an inheritance. He went 
out without knowing where he was going. By faith he lived in the land he had been promised as a stranger. He lived in tents 
along with Isaac and Jacob, who were coheirs of the same promise. He was looking forward to a city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God.”   Hebrews 11:8-10 Common English Bible 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Would you like to purchase flowers to decorate the church on Easter? 

 
At the time of this writing, we do not know the flower varieties or prices. We anticipate 
that the varieties, prices and order deadline will be available soon after you receive this 
newsletter. You will be able to get order forms from upcoming Sunday bulletins and 
from the airlock at the south office entrance. As always, the forms will have lines for 
you to indicate whether the flower is in honor of someone or in memory of someone. 

After the deadline the Altar Guild will call in all the orders to the florist, and they will be delivered to the 
church before the Easter service. The Altar Guild will mark your name on your flower pot so that you can 
take it  home after worship that day. The Easter bulletin will list your name and the names of those in 
whose honor/memory the flowers are displayed. Please note: If you wish to purchase your own flowers to 
decorate the church, please let the office know by the Monday before Easter so that your name can be in-
cluded in the bulletin. 
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By Karen Genson, President 
 
The UMW Executive Board will meet 
at 1:00 pm Monday, March 7 at 
church. 
 

The UMW General Meeting (all the ladies of the church are 
invited) will be at 1:00 pm Monday, March 28 at church. 
Program will be announced. 
 
The Rug Ladies of our church are getting back in action! 
They will meet each Wednesday, starting on March 2, from 
9:30 to 11:30 am in the Rug Room (next to the Library). If 
you would like to help cut fabric strips and visit together, or 
learn about the woven rug-making process, come on in and 
try it out. If you would like to sew strips together at home, 
Monica can show  you how and give you a bag of strips. 
Call Monica Stewart (425-3253) or Marcia Olmstead (231-
920-8815) with any questions. 
 
Some ladies of the church continue to contribute a personal 
pledge to United Methodist Women Pledge to Mission. In 
pre-COVID years, we usually had a pledge service at a 
United Methodist Women General meeting. We have not 
had a pledge service for a while. We will put out some 
pledge cards in the lobby area of the church for your use.  
The pledges are turned in to the Treasurer, Monica Stewart, 
either by giving them directly to her or by putting them in 
an envelope with her name on the outside placed in the 
United Methodist Women mailbox in the church office 
area. Some ladies give once a year or quarterly or monthly; 
whatever they feel moved to do.  All missions of the UMW 
address the needs of women, youth, and/or children. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
We have replaced the large Altar Flowers Chart, which 
was on an easel in the lobby, with a smaller version at the 
Welcome Desk. You can sign up to provide altar flowers on 
a Sunday that you choose. You may provide your own 
flowers, or the church can order them and you pay the 
church. We use Bela Floral, and the cost is $25 to $30 for 
front-facing flowers and $33 to $35 for an all-around ar-
rangement. If you order them through the church, just 
make your check out to the church and put “altar flowers” 
in the check memo. Bela Floral will bill the church. Take 
your flowers home after worship to enjoy them throughout 
the week. 
 
The Altar Guild needs more people! Please see Pastor Hil-
lary or talk with one of the current Altar Guild folks if you 
are interested. They are Marcia Olmstead, Sandy Nellis, SK 
Osborn, and Diane Sonefeld. 
 
The Kids Hope USA mentoring program has launched in 
the elementary school. We are in the process of recruiting 
and training volunteers. If you are interested, please contact 
Cindy Genter. 
 
Some of our office volunteers are taking vacation time, 
and we need subs! Office volunteers staff the church office 
from 9 to 12 Monday through Thursday, so each volunteer 
works only one morning a week. Can you spare three hours 
once a week for four or five weeks? Please call Laurie at the 
church office for details.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MARCH 13 
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The Missions Committee met this 
month to decide our giving for the 

first four months of the year. After much discussion, the 
giving was divided as follows:  
     Bwafwano Care Providers                          $1,000 
     Campus Ministries (FSU Wesley House)    $1,000 
     HELP Ministries                                        $1,000 
     Kids Hope USA (mentoring program)         $500 
     Blessing Box project                                    $500 
 
The Blessing Box is similar to the box that is by the library, 
where people can leave food and other items for those who 
might need them. Plans are to put the box in our parking 
lot. Larry Bing will be researching the implementation of 
the Blessing Box project. 
 
This year our Easter Offering is going to be split between 
the UMCOR disaster relief fund and the Henderson 
Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky. If you would like to go 
on a Henderson Trip, we are planning one. Please contact 
Kirk Myers or Wayne Disegna if you are interested. 
 
We have received thank you’s from the Bwafwano Care 
Givers and The Anchor of Hope for our gifts to them. 
 
The Haiti situation is still very tense. Anchor of Hope is 
having to work on a week-to-week basis. This last week 
they could do nothing because gangs had shut down the 
roads in that portion of Haiti. They continue to need our 
prayers. 
 The Missions Committee 
 February 10, 2022 
 
 
 
 

 
UMCOR Sunday March 27 

 
 
UMCOR, United Methodist Committee on Relief, is the 
disaster relief arm of The United Methodist Church. It’s 
not a committee! When you give to UMCOR for a specific 
disaster, 100% of your donation goes for disaster relief.  
 
Your UMCOR Sunday offering underwrites UMCOR’s 
administrative costs so that all designated gifts will go to the 
project you specify. You can give through United Method-
ist Church of Ludington — be sure to note “UMCOR Sun-
day” in your check memo or your online donation. 

 
 
 
 
 

Interested?? 
 

If you have always thought about going on 
a mission trip, 

this is an excellent place to start. 
No special skills needed; just a strong  

desire to serve. 
This is a time of fellowship – fun – and  

spiritual growth.  
Join us! 

We’ll have an organizational meeting in 
 late April. 

 
Questions?  

 
Call Kirk Myers 425-4408 

Or 
Wayne Disegna 843-6841 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for all the caring and beautiful cards and dona-
tions. I feel all the prayers coming from up north to us. 
Our church family is so faithful.  
Love & Blessings, 
Sharon Alexander 
 
Willa Jean and Family want to thank everyone for all the 
precious cards, calls and prayers for her daughter Kathy’s 
passing on December 26. A special thank you to the Pray-
er Chains and Prayer Team. 
Love & Prayers, 
Willa Jean Dust 
Heather & Cory VanLoocke & Family 
Rachel & Andy Kritzer & Family 
 
 

Henderson, KY Mission Trip 
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David and Carol Black (SK Osborn’s 
brother and sister-in-law) 
Al & Jean Bouda 
Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
Tim Daenzer (Ruth Barritt’s friend) 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Sean Gordon 
Barb Gosselar 
Luke Iris 
Walt Johnson 
Christina Kary 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdel (Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Yvonne McCumber 
Beau Muck (Nancy Isham’s great-
grandson) 
Gail Niethe 
Judy Penrod 
Dave Peterson 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
John Vengen 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wernette 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda and Louie Wolven 
 
 
Our Military People 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 

Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Anne Estle, Indiana 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones (now at Oakview!) 
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of 
Hope and Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project and  
Minerva Phiri 
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier, Allyson & Whaylen Hard 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School 
Our Church—Vision for the future 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, 
daughter Grace, exchange student 
Maren Martinsen  
Kids  Hope USA at Ludington Elem. 
Our college students 
People affected by severe weather 
events 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 
 
Copies of an updated Nursing Home List are 
in a large manila envelope on the table in the 
airlock at the south office door. The list has 
names, addresses and birthdays of nursing 
home/assisted living folks and shut-ins. Write 
them a card! 
 
 
 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

              
 

 

 

Kathy Mantey 
d. Dec. 26, 2021 

Daughter of Willa 
Jean Dust 
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Editor’s Note: Long-time member Margie Kruse submitted the following prayer. With the exception of the Serenity 
Prayer sentence in the last paragraph, Margie wrote this prayer, and she prays it every morning. Note the four types 
of prayer: Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, and Supplication (ACTS). If you are ever at a loss as to what to 
say to God, this is a great example. LMC 

 
 

Daily Morning Prayer 
Margie Kruse 

 
     Dear Heavenly Father, I praise Your Holy Name. As a member of Your family of faith, I feel so fortunate to be 

one of Your children. It is such a privilege to look around me and to see and live in this beautiful world You creat-

ed, and such an honor to be able to come to You in prayer at any time, knowing that You are always there for me.  

You are such an awesome God and Ruler of the universe! 

     Lord, I ask Your forgiveness for the sins I have committed in thought, word, deed and by omission; and I thank 

You for Your tender mercy in that forgiveness. I am grateful for Your teaching me to forgive myself and others 

and to leave to You any vengeance that may be due in order to free my heart for the love You intended. “Vengeance is 

Mine, thus sayeth the Lord.”  (Rom.12:19, 21) 

     Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for the food You supply to me daily. Please bless it and bless its use in my 

body, and help me to not abuse it.  Thank You for my many, many blessings, especially my health and my 

wealth. Thank You for taking care of my every need on a daily basis. 

     I especially thank You for sending Your Son to bring us Your Word, to teach and show us how You would 

have us live and then to suffer and die on the cross for our sins, that we might spend eternity with You in Heaven. 

Lord, please help me to be a better, kinder person every day and to do more for others. Help me to be a better lis-

tener when You speak. Please grant me the strength and guidance to handle whatever situation may arise. I know if 

You “lead me to it”, You will “guide me through it.”  I am so grateful for Your keeping my heart safe from the evil 

one and true to You, though I may be greatly tempted, and for picking me up when I stumble and fall. 

     Dear Father, please be with all those on our prayer lists, as well as our church’s prayer list. Please especially be 

with all who are suffering from difficult diseases or who are in mourning, Lord. Help us to reach out to touch the 

hem of Jesus’ robe to receive Your healing, whatever form that may take, and grant us strength, comfort and 

peace. Today I especially ask Your blessings upon the following and their families: (review prayer list). 

     God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can and 

should, and the wisdom to know the difference. Let it be Your will for me and not my own, just for today. Lord, I 

thank You again for being with me every minute of every day and for letting me know in no uncertain terms that I 

am never alone. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen. 
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