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Dear Friends of the United Methodist Church of Ludington— 
 

Summer is here and that means Vacation Bible School! Some of my best childhood memories were attend-
ing and later serving on the staff at Vacation Bible School. VBS is one of the best outreach opportunities 
we have to reach our community for Christ. Children and families will join us for a dynamic time of wor-
ship, learning, and relationship-building. These experiences help form children’s faith and let families know 
that our church cares about them.  
 
We are a church on the grow, ready to serve. So, how will you be involved? 

 

There are many ways to serve. In fact, this is an effort that requires all hands on deck. Bible school needs a 
team of people surrounding the week with their prayers and presence. Greeters, registration table, shep-
herds to guide children between activities, crafts, kitchen crew, music, recreation and games --  these are 
the hands-on opportunities. There is also behind-the-scenes work that needs to happen; like decorating the 
church, procuring the craft items and food, helping with the technology, and promoting this event in the 
community. In addition, we are collecting proof of purchases from Little Caesar’s Pizza toward a pizza  
party on the final night. You can also pray for the children and volunteers or make a donation toward VBS 
expenses. 

 

I am so grateful for the many volunteers who have already made the commitment to serve. It has been two 
years since the church has been able to offer this to our community. Let’s make this year shine! May our 
enthusiasm for Jesus make us proud to be a part of the United Methodist Church of Ludington. May the 
children find VBS to be their best week of the summer. I look forward to seeing you and yours July 18-21,  
5:30-7:30 pm.   

 

May the God of friendship and joy be with you, 

 

Pastor Hillary Thurston-Cox  
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Masks and social distancing are no longer required at 
church, and eating is permitted. Feel free to continue 
masking and social distancing if you wish, and masks 
and hand sanitizer will still be available. 
 

~ ~ ~ 

 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You can also 
watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  watch the 
taped service later on Facebook or our website. Spectrum 
Channel 190 is again broadcasting our worship service 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 3:00 pm. 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24 hours. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer lists. 
There is also a rack with stamped postcards. We need 
someone to send birthday cards to our nursing home 
people. Cards, stamps and addresses will be provided. 
Please call the church office if you’re interested, or see 
Lynne Gohn. Church bulletins are available on the Thurs-
day before the service. If you are watching the service on 
Facebook, stop by and pick one up so that you can follow 
along with the service. It’s a good way to get all the news 
and announcements. Pick some up for friends or family 
who cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works a hybrid 
schedule and is usually in the office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, and 
her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message every 
Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so you can view 
it any time after that. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
There will be a memorial service for Bill 
Alexander at 2:00 pm on Saturday, July 
23, here at the church. 
 

There will  be a memorial service at for Marilyn Raven at 
11:00 am on Monday, August 15, here at the church.  
 
There will be a memorial service for Allan Carlson at 
11:00 am on Saturday, August 20, here at the church. 
 

 

 
 

Maranatha Women’s Summer Breakaway 
Thursday, July 21 and Friday, July 22 

9 am - 3 pm 
 
We will have a signup sheet in the office. Contact Lynne 
Gohn at 843-4746 with questions. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
This summer the sermon series will be “Songs, Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs: The Music that Shapes Our Faith”. Each 
Sunday a classic song will be chosen and we will explore 
together the Scriptures, stories, and heart for God behind 
the words we sing. You won’t want to miss out! 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Our church Google calendar has been linked to our web-
site. Click www.ludingtonumc.org any time to see the calen-
dar. Please see Pastor Hillary or Office Manager Laurie if 
you see things that need to be changed.  
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
Church directories have arrived! If you had a photo taken 
or submitted for the directory, there is a directory in the 
church office with your name on it. Everyone else can take 
one of the unlabeled ones from the office counter. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

Legacy News 
By Cindy Cooper, Youth Co-Leader 

 
We will be having Youth Group during the 
summer. We will meet each Sunday from 4 

to 6 pm; place to be announced. (We meet at Stearns Park 
most Sundays, weather permitting). 
                 Bits &Pieces continues on next page. 
 

~ ~ ~ 

 
 

What’s this card? 
 
See page 5 for an 
explanation! 
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  continued from previous page 
 
 
 

Pastor Hillary will be on vacation the week of July 4-10. 
Rev. Ken Tabor will be on call for emergencies in which a 
pastor is needed. He can be reached at 231-907-1821. Our 
guest preacher July 10 will be Rev. Kim Bos of Ferris State 
University Wesley House. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

 
On July 10 our church will celebrate Peace 
with Justice Sunday, one of the special Sun-
days of The United Methodist Church.  
Donations for this special Sunday support 
programs and ministries to educate, equip 
and mobilize actions in support of identi-
fied economic, health and gender justice 
priorities. Each Annual Conference has a Peace with Jus-
tice Coordinator developing local social justice ministries. 
Fifty percent of the offering remains in our Michigan Con-
ference to support this ministry. If you feel moved to give 
this ministry, please note “Peace with Justice” on your of-
fering envelope or designate it in your online giving. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
From Lew Wilson: 
On July 10 my former students from Oxford Schools are 
coming to UMCL to sing and help me celebrate turning 
80. (They came when I turned 70 and 75 too). Since most 
are from the east side of the state, they travel a  long way 
to be part of this day. God blessed me with 40 years in 
education and hundreds of lifelong friends. Many keep in 
touch, and I am blessed by their friendship. We are going 
to sing three songs and run through them just before the 
service. It will not be a polished performance but a major 
honor for me to share this time with lifelong friends. I 
appreciate this congregation for letting us be part of the 
worship service and for the use of Fellowship Hall for a 
private lunch. Many are bringing families and friends, and 
you should see a lot of them in the congregation. 

WE ARE ALL OXFORD STRONG! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women) 
 
July 11 - Executive Board 1:00 pm 
 

July 12 - Ladies’ Lunch Date at Stearns Park, 11:30 am 
 
Ladies of the church, we are going to be back in the 
Cherry Pie Making business, if we are fortunate enough 
to have a good cherry crop! We plan to have four pie 
making days; so if you can roll crusts, measure or mix  
filling ingredients, put on lattice tops, or package pies 
(and talk and laugh), please sign up for one or more of 
the days. They will be 9 am to noon Thursday, July 14; 
Tuesday, July 19; Thursday, July 21; and Tuesday, July 26 
in the church kitchen. There will be a signup sheet in the 
church office and in the church lobby on Sundays. If you 
want to sign up by phone, call the church office or call 
Karen Genson at 231-843-2482 or 269-861-2812. 
 
Frozen, ready-to-bake cherry pies will be for sale after 
service on July 17, 24 and 31; or by calling in an order to 
Karen Genson or the church office. There will be some 
made with Splenda as well as the usual sugared pies. 

 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Giving Stories: 
Sharing our stories about the blessings of giving a prayer 

shawl to someone in need 
By Lynne Gohn 

 
Wow! Taking seven prayer shawls to Village Manor as-
sisted living people was such a privilege, and I was so 
blessed by their appreciation! Vi DeMeester had given me 
names of people who would enjoy a prayer shawl, and 
she went with me in the giving. I also gave one to a new 
friend here where I live at Sherman Oaks Manor. You 
would think I had given her a pot of gold! This week I 
gave a prayer shawl to a woman for her to give to her 
husband, who was in a nursing home, and I was so 
blessed by our new friendship. I encourage you all to be 
in prayer for someone you can give a prayer shawl to, and 
follow the “nudge” or call that God gives...you will be 
blessed! Please share your story! Let’s keep “Prayer Shawl 
Giving Stories” a monthly feature in Footprints! 
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Vacation Bible School News 
By Jennifer MacDonald 

 
 

Save the date for your calendar!  
Vacation Bible School is July 18 - 21.  
It will be 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm with registration starting at 5:00 pm unless you pre-register 
online. We are inviting children K-5th Graders to become Knights of the North Castle! 
Each evening the Knights will come to the North Castle hidden away in a frozen land. 
After dinner, the King’s valiant Knights will be on a quest in search of the King’s Armor! 
They will come to realize the armor is being strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
God’s power! They will explore Old and New Testament stories where Bible characters 
relied on the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of Justice, the Shoes of Peace, the Shield of 
Faith, and the Helmet of Salvation. Children will also discover how the armor will work 
in their own lives as they follow and serve God! 
 

The quest for the King’s Armor is based on Ephesians 6:10-20  
 

Our Mission Project is to raise enough money for a child-sized Personal Energy 
Transport System. This gives a child the gift of mobility. 
 

If you would like to help, please contact Jennifer MacDonald (231-690-8944.) We 
are looking for volunteers, decorators, and donors of supplies and food items! 
 

If you would like to make a donation, please take a donation slip found in the lob-
by and contact Jennifer MacDonald (231-690-8944.) Turn in donations by July 7th 
to Jennifer or the Volunteers Desk marked for VBS. Thank you! 
 

We are looking for the following food supplies: 
Hot Dog Buns Individual Chip Bags Mini Carrots         Mustard 
Gluten Free Hot Dog Buns  Gluten Free Chips Cookies 
Gluten Free Cookies          Ranch   Apple Juice         Milk   Grapes 
Tortilla Chips        Individual Applesauce Cups           Canned Corn     Napkins  
Spoons 3-sectioned paper plates 
 

We are looking for the following miscellaneous supplies: 
8.5” x 11” Brown Felt Pieces Large Brown Paper Grocery Bags  
Plastic Grocery Bags Snack & Quart zip-lock bags        red, orange, yellow beads 

 

        continued on next page 



5 

Fabric Markers        New Plain White Tube Socks       King or Queen Flat White Sheets 
Fiber Fill for snow Command Hooks              Clear Packing Tape 
 

 

Pre-registration:    
Facebook:  facebook.com/umcofludington 
Website:  ludingtonumc.org 
 

Decorating Dates: Please sign up so we know who to expect!  
July 16  10 am-2 pm 
July 17    2 pm-4 pm 
 

***If you have already signed up to help, please plan to attend a short meeting 

July 17 at 1:30 pm in the 4th & 5th Grade Room of the Christian Education Area. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
VBS/Church Family Mission Project 

 
During the mission portion of Vacation Bible School, the children will be 
learning how we can help children with leg handicaps in developing coun-
tries. With your help in recent years, we have been able to provide the gift of 
mobility to eight children. If you would be willing to help again, we would be 
grateful. Please be watching for further info. Thank you!     Karen Disegna 
 

 
 

And here are two more opportunities for service! 
 

 
 

 

 Kids Hope USA wants you for the  
          2022-23 school year! 
 
We had 8 mentors and prayer partners involved in this pro-
gram at the end of the school year and I couldn’t be happier 
to have had such a successful start to our program with Lud-
ington Elementary School. 
 
Our current mentors are Mary Bing, Larry Bing, Betty Ta-
bor, Beth Mallon, Hillary Thurston-Cox, Lew Wilson, Kevin 
Willick and myself! We all plan to return next year with our 
current students! Prayer Partners are Karen Disegna, Karen 
Genson, Judy Shoemaker, Lynne Gohn, SK Osborn, Vi 
DeMeester, Larry Bing and Lew Wilson. We are so grateful 
for all involved to date! Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 
We have a goal to increase to 20 teams for the next school 
year. I have talked to many that have shown interest and I 
will be reaching out again soon, but if you know this is for 
you, please contact me in the coming weeks! 
 
I pray that God will move you to be involved in this worthy 
program. Contact me, Cindy Genter, 231-690-0612. 

Petunia Party 
Wednesdays at 10:00 throughout the summer 

 
Again this year, members of our congregation are invit-
ed to participate in a "cultivation & weeding party" 
each Wednesday at our church Petunia Parade block 
on Ferry Street - west side of the municipal mari-
na. Bring your hand trowel or spade and come on down 
for a fun social time as we tweak our petunias. If you 
are unable to actually work on the flower beds, just 
bring a lawn chair and bottle of water and lend encour-
agement from the sidelines.   
 
We are fortunate that our area has basically no traffic;   
just friendly pedestrians passing by on the side-
walk. Watching the boats cruise in and out of the mari-
na is an added "perk," making us feel that we're on va-
cation! 
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Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Bishop Laurie Haller 
Carla Iris 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Yvonne McCumber 
Judy Penrod 
Pat Pollard 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
People of Ukraine 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wernette 
Yvonne Wilson 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda and Louie Wolven 
Barb Woodworth 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordinators 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 

Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, FL 
 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Anne Estle, Indiana 
 
 
 

 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Janyce McMullen 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
E. Dean Raven 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of 
Hope and Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project and  
Minerva Phiri 
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier, Allyson & Whaylen Hard, new 
baby 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School Leader Jennifer Mac-
Donald 
Vacation Bible School 
Our church and leaders 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, daugh-
ter Grace, Maren Martinsen 
Music Ministry, Tech Team, TV Pro-
gramming 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington Elemen-
tary 
Our college students 
People of Ukraine 
All shooting survivors 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 
 

Prayer Room and Library  
Now Together! 

 
It’s been a long-anticipated time to have 
a prayer room in our church, and we 
have now found a way --  and in a perfect 
location! Currently our Church Librarian 
Joan Kaatz and Lynne Gohn from our 
Prayer Ministry are working together to 
make this happen. We are refurbishing 
the library, reorganizing and creating 
what we hope to be a special, spirit-filled 
room for quiet meditation and prayer. 
Pastor Hillary has also been very helpful 
in sorting books that are outdated. Our 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Team will meet 
there, as will a prayer group before wor-
ship. Our library will continue to house 
Bibles, commentaries, and historical doc-
uments of our church; as well as many 
books of well-known Christian authors 
and books about God’s grace and grow-
ing in our faith. There is also some good 
fiction and non-fiction reading. Many 
books have been given to the women’s 
library at the jail. We will still have the 
book cart available, but it will be in the 
Lobby. The altar, made by Bill Walker, 
will now be used in our Prayer Room. 
 
To God be the Glory, who has been in it 
all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 



7 

Coloring Page 
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Graduation Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On May 22 we honored our high school graduates and one West Shore Community College graduate. Pictured behind the 
cake are Heidi Faust, Maren Martinsen, Mackenzie McKinven-Copus, Sam Gillette, Wesley Stream, and Bella Gasaway. Not 
shown in the bottom picture but shown above is Kyle Heimerdinger. 
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