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Footprints 
   A publication of 
UNITED METHODIST       CHURCH 
OF LUDINGTON 
5810 Bryant Road, Ludington, MI  49431   (231) 843-8340  Email: office@ludingtonumc.org 

www.ludingtonumc.org                                     Our Mission:  
Reveal the Grace of  God by welcoming and serving all in Christ! 

FEBRUARY 2022 

 

 

What’s All This? 

Just some of the ways our church reveals the Grace of God by welcoming 
and serving all in Christ! See page 4 for details. 
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Please continue to wear a mask when 
you are in the church building for any 
reason. It is required. As Christians, 
we care about other people. Being 
vaccinated and wearing a mask can 
help prevent the transmission of 

COVID-19 and its variants, saving lives and taking pressure 
off of our exhausted hospital personnel.  
Please note: Because masks are currently required in 
the church building, groups that meet here are asked 
not to serve food because that would entail removing 
masks to eat. 

~ ~ ~ 

 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! Or 
watch the livestream on our Facebook page, watch the 
taped service later, or see the broadcast on Spectrum 
Channel 190 Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Fri-
day at 3:00 pm. 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24 hours. 
The table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer lists. 
There is also a rack with stamped postcards. (See page 4). 
Church bulletins are available on the Thursday before the 
service. If you are watching the service on Facebook or on 
the local TV channel, stop by and pick one up so that you 
can follow along with the service. It’s a good way to get all 
of the news and announcements. Pick some up for friends 
or family who cannot make it to the service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works a hybrid 
schedule and is usually in the office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 10:00 to 2:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, and 
her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 

 Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional 
message every Wednesday on Facebook! It 
posts at 9 am, so you can view it any time after 
that. 

 When Ludington Schools are closed be-
cause of weather, the church building is closed and 
meetings/events for that day are cancelled. An excep-
tion is Women’s AA, which may meet anyway. 

 Sometimes we will be printing the newsletter in black 
and white to save money, but if you get the newsletter 
electronically it will always be in color! Call or email the 
church to switch from snail mail to email. 

 
Note: Ken and Eldonna Tabor still have their landline. It is 
231-845-6101. 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 

  2021 Report 
By Lynne Gohn 

 
This ministry began in 2005 with the help from ladies at the 
Scottville United Methodist Church. Some of the ladies 
who started off knitting to begin this ministry were Elta 
VanderVeer, Eldonna Tabor, Loraine Abrahamson, Barb 
Woodworth, Penny Fort, Cheryl McCary and Lynne Gohn. 
One big project we took on was making 20 brightly colored 
shawls for the Front Porch Orphanage in Zambezi, Africa.  
We sent shawls with our prayers and blessings. Pictures will 
be posted on the Prayer Shawl table.  
 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry continues to be very active, 
thanks to all the lovely ladies that continue to make the 
shawls! Thank you! We have many beautiful shawls waiting 
to brighten someone’s day in their time of need. We also 
have yarn available to knit the shawls with instructions. 
Shawls continue to be on display and available in the Sanc-
tuary on the second Sunday of the month.  
 
The following people received a shawl this past year: 
Judy O’Connor, Yvonne McCumber, Ted Radtke, Susan 
Andersen, Linda Joska, Charlotte Rillema, Elizabeth Fen-
ner,  Marianne Terzano, Natasha Dobias, SK’s friend, Kim 
Masunas, Rebecca Frederick, and Cindy Cooper’s friend’s 
father.  
 
Thank you to all who have taken the time to take a prayer 
shawl to someone they know is in need and suffering in 
some way, and thanks also to those who continue to give a 
love offering to help with the purchase of yarn. This minis-
try is also supported through our Evangelism Committee.  
 
Thank you again to all those who continue to knit these 
lovely shawls with thoughtful prayers for whomever the 
recipient might be:  
Terry Baldwin, Pam Greb, Beth Wolpert, Linda Myer, Cathi 
Kelly, Heidi Stauffer, Sharon Alexander, Shirley Mitchell, 
Karen Disegna, Jane Clark, Monica Stewart, Marcia 
Olmstead, Mary Lou Mitteer, Cris Wegener, Beth Mallon, 
Arlene Mallon, Rachel Faust, Angie Tenney.  
 
If you have any questions concerning the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, you may contact Lynne Gohn @843-4746 or 
Shirley Mitchell @843-0493. 
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As this issue of Footprints goes to press, Pastor Hillary is still recovering from COVID. “From the Pas-
tor’s Heart” this month features a pastoral letter from our Michigan Bishop, Rev. David Bard, which he 
posted January 17. 

 
Dear Friends in Christ in the Michigan Conference of The United Methodist Church, 

 

Greetings on this celebration of the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  This national holiday was 

instituted so that  our nation might remember Dr. King as someone who worked diligently and passionately for 

civil rights to make the promise of the United States of America real for all of its citizens. We want to remember 

Dr. King as a dreamer of a renewed American dream "when all of God's children, black men, and white men, 

Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro 

spiritual, "Free at last, Free at last, Great God a-mighty, We are free at last." We want to remember Dr. King, 

who, with keen vision and acute intellect, could identify impediments to that dream. As he wrote in his final book: 

"The great majority of Americans are suspended between these opposing attitudes. They are uneasy with injus-

tice but unwilling yet to pay a significant price to eradicate it." 

  

For we Christians, we also celebrate this day, acknowledging that Dr. King's dreams and keen analyses were 

rooted and grounded in faith in Jesus Christ. Dr. King called the nation to live out the true meaning of its creed 

that all were created equal and called people of faith to live out that faith by doing the work of justice, peace, rec-

onciliation, and love. And in his call to people of faith to such work, King encouraged thoughtfulness and intelli-

gence. "Never must the church tire of reminding [people] that they have a moral responsibility to be intelligent. 

Must we not admit that the church has often overlooked this moral demand for enlightenment? At times it has 

talked as though ignorance were a virtue and intelligence a crime." (The Strength to Love, 31) 

  

On this celebration of Dr. King's birthday, I am especially reminded of that moral responsibility to be intelligent. 

We are awash in information yet are drowning in it for our lack of critical thinking to sift through some of the gar-

bage that we hear. Our democracy suffers for it. Our response to the current pandemic is hampered by misinfor-

mation. Our work toward racial reconciliation requires that we tell a more complicated story about our history, 

being willing to confront the realities of slavery, the mistreatment of native peoples, our national miscalculations, 

along with celebrating courage, invention, community, beauty, and love. To tell that more complicated story asks 

that we respond to the moral responsibility to be intelligent. 

  

That we have a national holiday to celebrate the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is a cause for celebration  

and a measure of progress. May we use this holiday to remember the ongoing challenge of his dream, his  

continuing call to even more justice and even deeper community, and his reminder of our moral responsibility to 

be intelligent. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 
David Alan Bard 

Michigan Area Bishop  
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Spreading Christmas Joy  

Where You Live 
 
Two of our members decided to make Christmas 
a little better for those they live with. Vi 
DeMeester and Cindy Aleman made up Christ-
mas gifts for all the residents at Village Manor. In 

the picture on the front page, it shows them giving one of 
the gifts to Phyllis Larsen. The gift bags were extra special 
because Cindy painted the designs on the front of all the 
bags. 
 
Many thanks to Vi and Cindy for helping us stay connected 
with members of our community. 

 
 
 

 
New Year’s Resolution  

for 2022 
 

At Christmas we make an effort to contact our family, 
friends, neighbors, and shut-ins. So why not do it all year 
long? 
 
The church has made it easy for you by providing already-
stamped postcards. They are available in the lobby and in 
the south entrance to the church office entrance (airlock 
open 24 hours). All you need to do is pick some up, put on 
an address, write a quick note, and drop them in the mail. 
Each month the newsletter has birthdays listed on the cal-
endar. There are also lists of individuals in nursing homes. 
 
There are birthday, praying for you, thinking of you and 
praise and encouragement cards. Send them to your friends, 
your kids, your grandkids, snowbirds, others who you miss 
seeing at church, and anyone else. There are current lists of 
names and addresses in the lobby and in the church office.  
 
I asked someone, who I know has sent out a lot of the 
cards, why they do it. They said, “It’s something I can do.” 
You may not be able to come to church or help with other 
things, but this is “Something you can do.” You can also 
give them to others that you know need “Something to 
do.” 
 
Make it your New Year’s resolution to stay connected in 

any way that you can. 

 

 

Food 4 Kids – A Chance to Serve 
 
Each week, a group called the Trailblazers, 
12 Ludington special education students aged 
16 to 20, goes to work to provide food for 
families in the district. An assembly line is set 
up and bags are filled with food for students to take home 
for the weekend. The program serves as many as 150 fami-
lies each week. 
 
Recently, the Evangelism Team was asked to help. That 
week, the group was making up extra bags for Christmas 
break. There is a picture on the front page of Pastor Hillary 
and Betty Tabor making one of their many trips through 
the assembly line. 
 
The Evangelism Team also provided snacks for the Trail-
blazers after they were done and a bag of goodies for each 
student to take home. 
 
The Trailblazers, along with their teachers and other volun-
teers, are just another example of what remarkable things 
are happening in our community.  
 
 

 
Christmas for the Seniors 

 
Thanks to all who donated socks and 
gloves for the Christmas project for sen-
iors this year. Pictured on the front page is 

Joan Kaatz with the donated socks and gloves. Joan, along 
with other members of the Evangelism Team (Lynne 
Gohn, Cindy Genter, Marylynn Mullen, and Pastor Hillary), 
made up gifts for the residents which included those items;  
along with candy canes, chocolate, Christmas cards, and 
other goodies. The gifts were delivered to 100 residents at 
Ludington Woods and Oakview. Pictured also are the 
workers at Ludington Woods and Oakview who accepted 
the gifts. The Team wishes that they could deliver the gifts 
to each resident, but at this time they must rely on the staff 
at those facilities to deliver the gifts. 
 
The Evangelism Team is always looking for individuals to 
help with projects like these. It does not take much time 
and it means so much to those who receive the gifts.  
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By Karen Genson, President 
 
Executive Board - 1:00 pm Feb. 7 
 
General Meeting, - 1:00 pm Feb. 28 
(Program to be announced) 

 
We are no longer collecting pop can tabs for the benefit of 
United Methodist Community House (UMCH). The church 
that was sorting them and turning in the money to UMCH 
is no longer doing it. We sorted and turned in a fairly large 
collection ourselves and the monetary return was very mini-
mal. Please continue to collect and turn in pop cans to help 
support Legacy youth activities! 

 
 
 

 
United Methodist Church and Pastor  
Hillary - Thank you for your continued 
support and partnership with us. It is 
greatly appreciated! We wish you many 
blessings as you are blessing families in 
our community. 
Merry Christmas!    West Shore Family Support, Lindsay Murphy 
 

~ ~ ~ ~  
 

The Mitten Tree Thanks You! 
Thank you to those volunteers who chose to spend their 
spare time during 2021 knitting, crocheting or sewing hats, 
mittens or scarves for the needy in Mason County in time 

for Christmas. Because of your efforts, we 
had 2,361 donated items and were able to 
help 123 families and 327 children. 
 
We will continue to prepare for Christmas 
2022. So if you are still interested in helping, 
the Ludington Salvation Army will receive 

your donations all year long. If you need yarn or patterns, 
contact Suzanne Dietel at 517-303-6030 beginning April 16. 
 
Again, thanks for your generosity! 
 
Suzanne Dietel and Norma Koeppe, Co-Chairs, The Mitten Tree 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
 
Thank you so much for remembering Mom with a gift at 
Christmas time! It was so very thoughtful of you and meant 
so much to know the church was still thinking of her! 
Thanks again! Cheri Thoreson, Ruth Peterson’s daughter 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

December 26: Ugly Sweater/Pajamas Day and a 
thank you gift to Oasis for their music leadership 

every fourth Sunday 
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JANUARY 2022 
 
 

The Thanksgiving Offering this year went to the Lakeshore 
Food Club, which provides a means for low income fami-
lies to reduce their food costs. The cost to join is $10.00 
per month,  and for that the family gets a certain number of 
points that they can use to obtain food. The cost of the 
food is weighted to the nutritional value of the food. Chick-
en may cost 2 points and potato chips 10 points. It is de-
signed to help families make smart choices. We were able 
to contribute $4,000.00 to this program. Our Christmas 
offering was split, with $2,309.47 going to the Salvation 
Army and $2,000.00 to the Anchor of Hope in Haiti. The 
Anchor of Hope is still providing lunches for the children 
in their school and they continue to keep their health clinic 
open. 
 
Our giving for 2021 was as follows: 
 

 Henderson Mission Trip Project (handicap ramp) 
$700  

 UMCOR Disaster Relief Fund $2000    

 HELP Ministries $1000  

 PETS (Personnel Energy Transports) $500 to West 
Michigan Youth Carts and $500 to the Penny Farm 
facility  for adult carts   

 West Shore Family Support $500  

 Angel Tree Jail Ministry $300  

 Mason County Safety Pup Program Child Safety 
Program $300   

 Soweto-Kapisha Church in Zambia $300  
 
In addition,   

 Easter Offering: Henderson Settlement, KY $2000 

 Thanksgiving Offering: Lakeshore Food Club $4000 

 Christmas Offering: Salvation Army $2,309.47 and 
Anchor of Hope $2,000.00. 

 
The total Mission giving for 2021 is $16,400. 
 
The Mission Committee thanks you, our generous congre-
gation, for your faithful support for those in need. 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
 
PS:  We are always looking for new people to join us. So if 
you have an interest in serving, please contact the church 
office and leave word with Laurie. 
 Wayne Disegna, Mission Team Coordinator 

 

 
 
Editor’s Note: In addition to the mission offerings that 
Wayne listed in the column at the left, there are six Special 
Sundays celebrated in the worldwide United Methodist 
Church. These special offerings give you the opportunity 
to support ministries give to ministries and programs that 
speak to your heart. This year the dates are as follows: 
 
January 16 Human Relations Day 
 
March 27  UMCOR Sunday 
 
May 1 Native American Ministries Sunday 
 
June 12 Peace With Justice Sunday 
 
October 2 World Communion Sunday 
 
November 27 United Methodist Student Day.  
 
 
Check out https://www.resourceumc.org/en/
churchwide/umcgiving/special-sundays for info 
about each of these Special Sundays. 
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David and Carol Black (SK Osborn’s 
brother and sister-in-law) 
Al & Jean Bouda 
Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Sean Gordon 
Yvonne Greene 
Sandra Hall 
Luke Iris 
Walt Johnson 
Christina Kary 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Yvonne McCumber 
Gail Niethe 
Dave Peterson 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
John Wagner 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wernette 
Walt Wheaton 
Lew Wilson 
Susan Wirgau 
Janice Wolff, Jeff Wolff 
Linda and Louie Wolven 
 
 
Our Military People 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 

Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
Anne Estle, Indiana 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones, Fremont 
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of 
Hope and Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project and  
Minerva Phiri 
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier, Allyson & Whaylen Hard 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School 
Bryant Road 
Our Church—Vision for the future 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, 
daughter Grace, exchange student 
Maren Martinsen from Norway 
People affected by severe weather 
events 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

              
 
 

Sally Collins 
July 26, 1943 - Dec. 8, 2021 

 
Marilyn Raven 

Oct. 18, 1931 - Dec. 11, 2021 
 

Bill Alexander 
Oct. 21, 1943 - Jan. 17, 2022 

 
Debbie Alexander 

D. Jan. 17, 2022 
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Coloring Page 
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Books & Beyond meets by Zoom. 
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