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Masks and social distancing are no longer required at 
church, and eating is permitted. Feel free to continue 
masking and social distancing if you wish, and masks 
and hand sanitizer will still be available. 
 

~ ~ ~ 

 
Come worship in person at 10:00 am Sundays! You can also 
watch the livestream on our Facebook page or  watch the 
taped service later on Facebook or our website. Spectrum 
Channel 190 is again broadcasting our worship service 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 3:00 pm. 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

The south airlock entrance to the office is open 24/7. The 
table has Upper Rooms, church bulletins and prayer lists. 
There is also a rack with stamped postcards. (See the an-
nouncement and photo in the column to the right). Church 
bulletins are available on the Thursday before the service. If 
you are watching the service on Facebook, stop by and pick 
one up so that you can follow along with the service. It’s a 
good way to get all the news and announcements. Pick 
some up for friends or family who cannot make it to the 
service. 
 
The church office is staffed by volunteers Monday through 
Thursday from 9:00 am to noon. Laurie works a hybrid 
schedule and is usually in the office Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 9:00 to 1:00.  
 
Pastor Hillary’s cell phone number is 231-480-1514, and 
her email is pastorhillary@ludingtonumc.org. 
 
Pastor Hillary does a brief video devotional message every 
Wednesday on Facebook! It posts at 9 am, so you can view 
it any time after that. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
There will  be a memorial service at for 
Marilyn and E. Dean Raven at 11:00 am 
on Monday, August 15, here at the church.  
 
There will be a memorial service for Allan 

Carlson at 11:00 am on Saturday, August 20, here at the 
church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our church Google calendar has been linked to 
our website. Click www.ludingtonumc.org any time 
to see the calendar. Please see Pastor Hillary or 

Office Manager Laurie if you see things that need to be 
changed.  

~ ~ ~ 
 

Legacy News 
By Cindy Cooper, Youth Co-Leader 

 
We will be having Youth Group during the 
summer. We will meet each Sunday from 4 to 6 pm; place 
to be announced. (We meet at Stearns Park most Sundays, 
weather permitting). 

~ ~ ~ 
                 

Stay Connected 
By Donna Possehn, Evangelism Chairperson 

 

Just a reminder that we have many postcards that are ready 
to be mailed out. There are various kinds; including birth-
day, praying for you, thinking about you and many others.  
They are already stamped and all you have to do is put on 
the address and add a note. They are in the lobby and in the 
south entrance to the office. Grab some and cheer up 
someone’s day! 
 

 Bits & Pieces continues on page 4. 
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Dear United Methodist Church of Ludington friends and family- 
 
My pastor’s letter this month is short. Why? Because it has been a long week preparing and execut-
ing Vacation Bible School with an excellent, skilled, and loving team of volunteers. To say it was a 
blessing to be part of VBS is an understatement. God moved in ways large and small. Prayers were 
answered and goals that we set for attendance and mission giving were blown away. I stand in awe 
of God.  
 
My words pale in comparison to those of the mother who left the volunteers this message after 
witnessing her kids’ joy over being a part of VBS this year: 
 
“I want to give a big shout out to the amazing crew of VBS volunteers at Ludington UMC. From 
the minute you approach the door they envelop you in their warm welcome. They are organized, 
friendly, and their love for the kids simply spills over.  
 
I love sneaking in for the last 15 minutes of the evening and seeing the singing in action (plus, it 
helps me sing along with the kids for the rest of the summer). These gals who lead the music are 
absolutely wonderful. They have clearly practiced the motions and all six of them are up front sing-
ing and dancing along with the kids. Is it any wonder that the first thing my kiddos wanted to do 
when they got home tonight was have a dance party in the yard while they sang their VBS songs? 
Thank you for the CD so they can dance as often as they’d like.  
 
So many good things. Not only are my kiddos blessed to be learning about God, but this crew of 
volunteers is setting a priceless example for my children about how to serve wholeheartedly and 
how important it is to pour into the younger generations. Thank you, Ludington UMC, for sharing 
of your time, energy, and gifts at VBS this week.”  --Rosanna Van Wyck, VBS parent 

 
Our ministry to children and families will continue on August 28 with the Blessing of the Back-
packs. Students and teachers are invited to bring their backpacks and laptops for a time of blessing 
and a special tag/sticker as a reminder that God is always with them. Sunday school will begin 
again September 11. Be watching for how you can join these missions of love for children. 
 
With a grateful heart, 

Pastor Hillary Thurston-Cox 
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Christian Education News for August 2022 
By Jennifer MacDonald 

 
Our enchanted week at the North Castle came to an end and I have to say...Vacation Bible School 
2022 was a great success! A huge thank you goes out to the 40-50 volunteers who made this special 
week for kids amazing! 
 
We had volunteers writing scripts, working in the kitchen, making crafts, telling stories, playing games, 
checking paperwork, making decorations, registering children, singing and dancing, donating supplies, 
donating cash for supplies and food, taking pictures, running the sound board, and guiding children 
through each evening’s adventure! Whew! It’s no joke that it takes a community to raise children! 

 
For our mission project, we raised enough money for nine child-sized Personal Energy Transport Systems 
(PETS)! A PET provides a child or adult without functioning legs in a developing country the opportunity to 
be independently mobile! 
 
If you believe in the Vacation Bible School Program and would like to make a difference in the lives of children within our 
church and community by helping in next year’s event, please be watching for upcoming information to know how you can 
get involved! We’d love to have you on the 2023 VBS Team! 
 
Editor’s Note: See Pages 1 and 4 for VBS photos! More VBS photos will be featured in the September issue of Footprints. You can also view 
them on our website or Facebook page now! 

 
******************************************************************************************************** 
 

Mark your calendar and spread the word… 
 
The first day of Sunday School will be September 11, 2022.  
 
There will be two classes: a K-3 class and a 4-5 class. The Nursery will continue to be available each Sunday. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Kids Hope USA wants you for the 2022-23 school year! 
 
We had 8 mentors and prayer partners involved in this program at the end of the school year 
and I couldn’t be happier to have had such a successful start to our program with Ludington 
Elementary School. 
 
Look for our registration table in the lobby during August! 
 
I pray that God will move you to be involved in this worthy program. Contact me, Cindy 
Genter, 231-690-0612. 
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Continued from page 2 
 
 
 

Women’s Fall Bible Study will begin on 
Thursday, August 25 at 10 am in the Sun-
day School Gathering Room. This will be 
a 12-week study: Life Lessons from Ephesians 
by Max Lucado. The study will cover the 
spiritual blessings in Christ, strengthening 
our faith and unity in the body of Christ. Cost of the book  
is $9.50 and will be collected at our first meeting. All wom-
en of the church are welcome. Please call Lynne Gohn at 
843-4746 if you have questions or wish to attend. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each Friday during the school year, the Lakeshore Food 4 
Kids program provides a bag of food for students in need 
to take home for the weekend. We have been asked to 
help distribute those bags to the students at the Ludington 
Elementary School. It would involve going to the school 
each Friday morning and putting the bags in the student’s 
locker or delivering them to their classroom.      
We believe that only 2 or 3 people are needed each Friday.  
We would like to set up a team of individuals who would 
like to take on this task.  The larger the team the better, so 
that we can spread the fun around to a lot of people. 
If you are interested in helping with this very special minis-
try, please contact Donna Possehn at 231-690-1647. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 

A public service announcement from the Michigan De-
partment of Labor and Economic Opportunity: 
“If you have filed for unemployment benefits and receive 
a text message claiming to be from the Michigan Unem-
ployment Insurance Agency (UIA), ignore it—it’s a scam. 
UIA does not use text messaging to correspond with 
claimants.” It’s a phishing scheme to try to steal your  
money and personal information. Do not click on the link. 
Report it as junk or spam and delete the text. Please share 
this information with anyone you know who might need 
to be aware of it. 
 
 
 
 

 

United Women in Faith 
(formerly United Methodist Women) 
 
Monday, August 1 - Executive 
Board, 1:00 pm 
 

Monday, August 8 - All ladies of the church are invited 
to come and enjoy the annual UWF Potluck Picnic. SK 
Osborn has graciously invited us to her home and medi-
tative garden at noon. Bring a dish to share. Beverages 
will be provided. Don’t miss the delicious food and won-
derful fellowship. The address is 7293 M-116. If you 
need directions to SK's home, she can provide those. Call 
Karen Genson (843-2482) if you would like to arrange to 
ride with someone. No RSVP necessary--Just come and 
enjoy!  

 
Saturday, August 13 (10 am-5 pm) and Sunday, Au-
gust 14 (10 am-4 pm) - The Rug Ladies will once again 
be selling their famous woven rugs at the Gold Coast 
Artisan Festival. Monica Stewart will be looking for vol-
unteers to work at the sale (usually two ladies working 
together for a couple of hours). It would be great if you 
would call her to offer to work! Spread the word to any 
potential shoppers you can think of.   
 
Tuesday, August 16 - Ladies’ Lunch Date at the Ten-
Spot,  11:30 am 
 

 
 
 
Sending our precious Church Family our appreciation for 
all of your prayers, kind words, hugs, cards, smiles and 
genuine concern surrounding my hip replacement!  
A way to go yet, but getting there!    Love, Kay & Bob Neal 

 
Many thanks to all who donated blood or volunteered at 
our July 8 American Red Cross blood drive. You brought 
in 41 units of blood! Our next blood drive is September 9. 

 
Many thanks also to Priscilla McBeth, who has volun-
teered to send birthday cards to our nursing home people!  
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Luella Burke 
Jane Clark 
John Drees 
John & Kathy Fletcher 
Linda Friedley 
Bishop Laurie Haller 
Carla Iris 
Rogene Lathouwers 
Pat Lobdell(Christy Faust’s mom) 
Robin Luke 
Rommie MacDonald 
Ed & Maralee McCumber 
Yvonne McCumber 
Judy Penrod 
Pat Pollard 
Ted Radtke 
Leanne & John Ruhle 
Ed Sanborn 
Sonja Schipper 
Sandy and Tammy Sgro 
Amy Stewart 
Sandra Stroebel 
Dale Swanson 
People of Ukraine 
John Vengen 
Alan, Julie and Andrew Wernette 
Yvonne Wilson 
Susan Wirgau 
Linda & Louie Wolven 
Barb Woodworth 
 
Our Military People 
Max & Sonja Schipper, Coordinators 
S. Sgt. Joseph Archer, TX 
S. Sgt. Daniel J. Cook, NC 
CS 1st Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, Ft. Drum, NY 
Lt. J.G.Gregory Heimall III, VA 
S. Sgt. Jacob Hunt, VA 

Catherine McNaughton Rizzo, AK 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Nathan Palmer, FL 
 
Our Nursing Home and  
Assisted Living People 
Donald Barnett 
Carol Brezinski 
Eldred Chavalia 
Myra Easton 
 
 
 

 
Dave Hullinger 
Phil Hunt 
Sherry Johnson 
Bob Jones  
Nancy Kelley 
Tom McCumber, Jr. 
Janyce McMullen 
Dick & Donna Nelson 
Ruthie Peterson 
Bob & Lois Rasch 
Bea Riffle 
Marian Riffle 
Roland Vandenheuvel 
John Wagner 
Ellie Westcott 
Matthew Wilson (Greg’s 
Son), Oklahoma 
 
Missionaries 
Haiti 
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Anchor of Hope and 
Dan and Dawn Brown 
 
Zambia 
Soweto-Kapisha UMC, 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene; 
Bwafwano Care Project and  
Minerva Phiri 
 
MARC: Alaska Ministries 
Collier, Allyson & Whaylen Hard, new baby 
 
Henderson Settlement  
 
Legacy and Youth, Oasis 
Sunday School Leader Jennifer MacDonald 
Our church and leaders 
Pastor Hillary, husband Vaughn, daughter 
Grace 
Music Ministry, Tech Team, TV Programming 
Kids Hope USA at Ludington Elementary 
Our college students 
People of Ukraine 
All shooting survivors 
 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

“The prayer of a righteous person is  
powerful and effective.”  James 5:16 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
E. Dean Raven 

July 7, 1925 - July 17, 2022 
 

Anne Estle 
April 29, 1938 - July 2022 

 
 

Our Prayer Room/Library is now 
ready to use. Sunday we will gather 
at 9:45 sharp for a time of prayer for 
the service...prayers for Pastor Hilla-
ry, all those involved in the service, 
and those worshiping in person and 
at home. 
 
In addition, you are welcome to use 
the Prayer Room/Library any time. 
Use it for prayer or a quiet time, or 
discover a book to read and enjoy! 
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