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Footprints  

A publication of 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF LUDINGTON  
5810 Bryant Road, Ludington, MI  49431   (231) 843-8340  Email: office@ludingtonumc.org 

www.ludingtonumc.org             Believers seeking and sharing the character of Christ 

1 Communion, Food Pantry Day, 
Patriotic Concert 5 and 7 pm 
2,9,16,23,30 Flower Ministry 10 
am, Lynneõs Bible Study 10 am 
and 6:30 pm 
3,10,17,24,31 Intercessory Prayer 
9:30 am 
4 Holiday: Church Closed 
7 Svea Clayton Memorial Service 
11:30 am followed by light lunch-
eon, Emmaus Gathering & Pot-
luck 4:30-9:30 pm 
8 Reel to Real 12:30 pm 
9 Grief Group 4:00 pm 
10 VBS Work Group 2:00 pm, 
Staff-Pastor-Parish Committee 7:00  
11,18,25 Rug/Sleeping Bag Ladies 
9:30 am, Youth Sunday School 
4:45 pm, Potluck 6:00, Pastorõs 
Bible Study 7:05  
12 Finance Committee 5:00 pm 
13 Blood Drive 12:00-6:00  
17 Acts 3:16 Team, we 
do Community Table at Communi-
ty Church 4:30-6:00 
18 Worship Committee 11:00 am 
24 Administrative Board 6:30 pm 
28 UMW Indoor Garage Sale 
8:00 am (Setup July 27) 
29 We do Nursing Home Worship 
beginning at 2:15 pm 
31 VBS Meeting 2:00 pm 

Coming This Summer!  
 

July 1 ~ Patriotic Concert, 5:00 and 7:00 pm  
 Page 2 
 
 

 
July 28 ~ United Methodist Women Indoor Yard 
Sale, Baked Goods Sale and Lunch, 8:00 to 2:00  
 Page 6 
 

 
 
August 13-17 ~ Vacation Bible School, 5:30 to 7:30  
  Page 4 
 
 
 
  and 
 
 

 
August 26 ~ Pastor Dennis and Laura Ruhleõs 
Wedding at 11:00 Worship Service, with Catered 
Reception after 
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  Community Events in Our Church 
This Month 

 
2,4,6,9,11,13,16,18,20,23,25,27,30 Womenõs Closed AA 
10:00 am 
7 Emmaus Gathering & Potluck 4:30-9:30 pm 
11 Mediation 1:00 pm, AFFEW Board 6:00 pm 
12 Life Line Screening in FH all day, Emmaus Board 6 pm 
12,26 Youth Work Group 3:30-5:30 pm 
24 Mediation 10:00 am 
26 Garden Club 12:00-4:00 pm 
 
Life Line Screening will be at our church Thursday, 
July 12. This is a for-profit company that does medical 
screenings. Because we allow them to rent Fellowship 
Hall for their event, they offer discounts to our church 
members and other attendees. A Screening Appoint-
ment Sheet is at the Volunteer Desk in the office if 
you would like to sign up. 
 
Keryx in Community will be at our church Septem-
ber 20-23 and November 8-11 for the menõs and 
womenõs weekends respectively. Keryx is a short 
course in Christianity designed to help build Christian 
community. For more information, visit Tom Kenyon 
at tjkenyon1@gmail.com or phone him at 248-321-
5525. 
 
 
From Allan Carlson, Evangelism Committee Chairperson: 
 
We continue to serve coffee and cookies from 9:30 to 
11:00 each Sunday in the narthex. Also, we have a pot-
luck each Wednesday at 6 pm, followed by Pastor 
Dennisõs 7:05 class on òAuthentic Relationships.ó  
 

~ ~ ~  
 

NURSERY SUPERVISOR POSITION open at 
United Methodist Church of Ludington. Responsibili-
ties include organizing the schedule of the current 
staff and yourself for Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 
12:15 on a rotating basis so that a minimum of two 
staff is always available; and the cleaning and regular 
sanitizing of the nursery space and toys.  This is a paid 
position. Requirements: You must be 18 years or old-
er, pass a background check, and participate in bound-
ary training provided by this church. You need not be 
a United Methodist church member to apply. Please 
contact SK Osborn at 360-620-9687 or contact the 
church office at 231-843-8340. 

 
      
Maranatha Womenôs Summer Breakaway 

Wednesday, July 25 and Thursday July 26  
(two identical days) 

9:30 am-3:30 pm  - Cost $30 includes lunch 
Featuring a full day of Bible teaching  

with Robyn Dykstra  
and praise and worship with JJ Heller.  
Sign up in the church office or attend 

on your own. For more information, contact  
Lynne Gohn @843-4746. 

Also, website: VacationWithPurpose.org or 
call 231-798-2161 

 
~ ~ ~  

 

 

Let Freedom Ring 
Patriotic Concerts 
SundayñJuly 1, 2018 

5 pm & 7 pm 
United Methodist Church, 

5810 Bryant Road, Ludington 
 

Singers and instrumentalists will present an hour of 
wonderful patriotic music. The concerts are under the 
direction of Becky Sopha and Lew Wilson with narra-
tor Tom Penrod. Soloists for the program are John 
Fuhrman, Ron Iris, Ana McCallum, Tom Noteware, 
and Autumn Noteware. Accompanists are Rogene 
Lathouwers and Gretchen Luce. 
 
A freewill offering will be taken after the Patriotic 
Concert and donations will be added to the Mason 
County Veterans Endowment Fund. 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

As citizens of our country, we have a duty to vote! 
Please note these key dates: 
July 9 - Deadline for registering to vote in the primary 
August 7 - Primary election 
November 6 - General election 
 

~ ~ ~  
 

Trustees will not meet in July. The next Trustee 
meeting will be August 7. 
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Dear Friends, 
 

First and foremost, thank you all for 
your concern and your prayers. It is 
very humbling and reassuring to 
know that you are thinking of my 

health and well-being. Laura and I both felt the loving 
support of this congregation during my latest health 
issues, and we are truly grateful. I am used to being on 
the giving end of these prayers, and to be on the re-
ceiving end is out of my comfort zone. (Now I know 
how some of you folks feel). 
 
We have some busy times ahead of us; with the Patri-
otic Concert taking place the first of July, Vacation 
Bible School plans being made, wedding plans and 
other summer community events taking place. It is 
good to be in Ludington in the summer to share so 
many opportunities to build relationships. Take time 
to enjoy the summer events, spend time with your 
family and friends, but donõt forget that the faith fami-
ly needs to see you as well. Many of us have moved 
here because of the beauty of summer and we know 
that we have desired to enjoy all that is here, but donõt 
forget to continue to develop your relationship with 
the Lord and the people around you. 
 
Some of you may be wondering if I am healthy 

enough to continue to serve this church. Please let me 

assure you that I believe that I am. I will have a follow

-up meeting with my cardiologist on July 5, but have 

been told that the doctor who read my earlier tests 

does not see any reason for surgery at this time. Some-

times our health depends on our own ability to pace 

ourselves so that we do not òover-doó when it comes 

to stress and transitions. Simply being aware of that 

need may be the key to being more productive. Be-

lieve me, I have no desire to put anyone through the 

trauma of my falling over during a service and needing 

to call in the paramedics (who did do a fine job last 

time I needed them). 

 
Thank you to all who supported the 2nd Annual Feast 
of the Beast. While the number of persons able to 
come to the dinner was few, many of you donated to 
the cause, and 100% of those donations went to a 
family in need. Special thanks to the cooks who kept 
me on a tight leash: Ed McCumber, Dennis Genson, 
Laura Ruhle, Mary Stroebel, Tom Luke, Wayne Dise-
gna, and Bill Alexander. Also thank you to those who 
donated their hard-earned fish and game and the won-
derful ladies who made the deserts and salads. I apolo-
gize to the UMW, as I know that their kitchen may 
never be the same after our cooking with power tools, 
but it was fun! 
 
I would remind you that during the summer we are 
still having our Wednesday night potlucks and study. 
Food for the body is served at six, and food for the 
mind and spirit is served throughout the evening until 
a little after eight. Come and join us if you wish; it is a 
wonderful way to continue to get to know each other a 
little bit better. 
   

 May God Bless You All, 
   

  Pastor Dennis  
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Rolling River Rampage is this yearõs 
theme for the Vacation Bible School to 
be held August 13-17, with a special 9:30 
am worship service on August 19. We had 

50 adults help us last year and we did not have enough 
volunteers! We will need to get everyone who is will-
ing to help in some way vetted as this must be done 
every year. We will have a volunteer form in the wor-
ship bulletins on the first Sunday of each month from 
now on. Please feel free to print your name on the  
back of it and what area you are willing to help in (if 
you have a preference). At this time we need help in 
every area. The sooner we have names, the sooner we 
can get the vetting done; and the sooner we know 
which area is covered, the sooner we can get to work 
on it: in the end - less work for everyone. We are 
sending out postcards this year well in advance of 
VBS to all the little ones that we are aware of in the 
area. If you know names, addresses and approximate 
ages of children who didnõt come the last two years, 
please get them to us, and we will invite them with a 
postcard. VBS registration forms are available in the 
pews. Completely fill out the form and place it in the 
basket at the Welcome Center. 
 

Needed now for Vacation Bible School: 
¶ Those who enjoy working with kids; 
¶ Those who want to bring Godõs love alive in a 
childõs world; 

¶ Those who are patient, dependable, and commit-
ted to little ones; 

¶ Those who can see and acknowledge that every 
child is made in the image of God (because they 
are!)      

 
Adult and Youth Station Leaders are needed for 
the following segments:  
     Assembly      Crafts       Recreation   
     Snacks      Preschool       Youth 
     Missions         Decorations   Publicity 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Among our Adult Sunday Schoolõs purposes is to be 
able to understand Godõs redemptive justice and how 
we can enable others to experience it. 
 
To be able to do this we are learning how 
to affirm, through our actions, living 
within the spirit of the law and being able 
to compare and contrast our personal 
understanding of justice within Godõs 
will. 
 
In July we will cover the importance of a 
forgiving spirit (as we have been forgiven) able to re-
spond to Christõs call to each of us, and our needing 
to acknowledge the importance of our persistence in 
this area as faithful followers of Jesus Christ. This is 
meant to lead us to committing seriously to our own 
holy living and to realize Godõs greatest hope and in-
tentions for our world. 
 
Then in August we will cover the need to commit our-
selves to leading a nonjudgmental and repentant life of 
our own, being able to identify the reasons and the 
ways of living generous lives in Christ. This is to af-
firm the marvelous marks of a true love as followers 
of Christ. We will end this segment with the love and 
life of Christ within our own daily lives. 
 
A lot is being asked of us as followers of Jesus, the 
Christ. Are we going to be adult enough to exemplify 
that love and life of Christ in our daily lives? 
 
Come and help us encourage and support one another 
in our personal calls at 8:15 am or 9:30 am in the 
church library. Our Adult Sunday School classes wel-
come all of you. 
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This Annual Conference is the last 

one for the West Michigan Confer-

ence and the Detroit Conference, as 

of Jan 1, 2019 we will be the Michigan Conference. 

There were approximately 1000 people in attendance. 

Because of the redistricting we no longer have just 2 

representatives for annual conference, we now have 4 

people. Our representatives were Pastor Dennis, Ka-

ren Disegna, Jane Mengot, and myself. 

 

The Annual Conference started on Wednesday with 

such events as a 5K run/walk , a golf scramble, and 

training for the volunteers at the conference.  

 

On Friday morning our new district, the Northern 

Waters district, hosted an informational breakfast. 

Ludington is now the southernmost church for the 

new district. Rev. Anita Hahn will still be our district 

superintendent and we will see very little change. The 

centerpieces for the breakfast were quite unique. Ka-

ren brought one back and you can see it in Fellowship 

Hall.  

 

The full conference got underway on Thursday with 

Bishop Bard preaching at the opening worship ser-

vice. The theme this year for the worship services was 

based on the story of the Good Samaritan.  

 

The Bishop left us with 3 things to take away from his 

talk: 1) We are both recipients of Godõs love and bear-

ers of Godõs love; 2) Love can be complex but we 

should never use the complexities of love to avoid 

being moved by the hurts and wounds of the world; 3) 

Being part of that mission invites us to let Jesus form 

us to be more deeply moved to care.  

 

 

 

 

Every worship service was very in-

spiring. The singing was outstanding 

with 1000 voices joining in. Along 

with the worship services we had a number of TOM 

Talks (Transformational Outreach and Ministry). The 

TOM Talks were presentations by people from differ-

ent churches about the programs they have which 

emphasize how they are reaching out to their commu-

nities and the success of these programs.  

 

The major issue that was on everyoneõs mind is what 

will happen at the February 2019 General Conference, 

when the question of homosexuality with regard to 

pastors and same sex marriages is discussed. There 

has been much talk of the United Methodist Church 

splitting because of this issue. Bishop Bard talked 

about one of the proposals on this topic that will be 

presented by the council of Bishops at General Con-

ference. This proposal would allow individual pastors 

to decide if they wanted to conduct same sex marriag-

es or not; also congregations would have the option 

of accepting a homosexual pastor or not. 

 

Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, who is the chief connec-

tional ministries officer for the United Methodist 

Church, preached Saturday morning. Her message 

addressed this issue and other concerns within the 

church; it was a very uplifting sermon. Her final com-

ment was that no matter what happens at the General 

Conference in February, the next day we will still be 

the United Methodist Church with open hearts, open 

minds and open doors. 

 

I did not stay for the ordination service on Sunday as 

I had a prior commitment. 

 

Wayne Disegna, 

Lay Member 
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UMW Executive Board will meet at 1:00 pm on 
Friday, July 13. 
 
Wanted: Cherry Pie makers!  Jane Clark will be 
setting up cherry pie making dates as soon as we 
know when fresh cherries will be available. Call Jane 
to let her know that you would like to help.  Many 
hands make light work!  
 
Coming Soon!  UMW Indoor Yard Sale, Lunch, 
& Baked Goods Sale Saturday, July 28 from 8 
am to 2 pm 
Needed: 
¶ Donations of all kinds of items to be sold. Start 

sorting through your drawers, closets, garages, 
sheds, basements, etc! (Will be accepted during 
the week prior to the sale) 

¶ Donations of fresh, homemade baked goods 
(bring in July 27 or by 7 am on the 28th) 

¶ Workers-Prior to sale for sale setup and for food 
preparation 

¶ Workers-Day of sale 
¶ Shoppers and lunch eaters on Sale Dayñput it 

on your calendar and invite family and 
friends! Come and see what treasures you might 
find! Items will be sold on a donation basis 
(except that Rada cutlery, UMW cookbooks, and 
Sunflower dishcloths will be priced) and pro-
ceeds of the sale go to missions. 

Lunch will include portable food items so you can 
eat at church or take it with you for a picnic. 
Karen Genson is putting together a list of ladies 
willing to be workers.  Please call her at 843-2482 if 
you might be able to help. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Our next American Red Cross 
Blood Drive will be Friday, July 
13 from noon to 6:00 pm. To do-
nate cookies, please call the 
church office at 843-8340. Sign up 
to donate blood at redcrossblood.org (sponsor code 
UMCL) or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
At our May 18 blood drive we brought in 26 units! 

 

Our churchõs next turn to serve Community Table at 
Community Church will be July 17.  If you are inter-
ested in helping to prepare or serve this meal, please 
contact Al Carlson at 843-7071, Jennifer MacDonald 
at 690-8944, or Donna Possehn at 690-1647.  

 

July 29 our church will provide the Nursing Home 
Worship Services. We will be at MediLodge 
(formerly Tendercare) at 2:15, Ludington Woods at 
3:00, and Oakview at 3:45. Please contact Allan Carl-
son if you can help.  

 

The office can always use substitute volunteers to 
answer the phone, greet visitors, and perform some 
tasks as needed. No computer expertise is required! 
Please call Laurie or Judy at 843-8340. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

United Methodist Women 
Karen Genson, President 

òI see Jesus in every human being. I 
say to myself, this is hungry Jesus, I 
must feed him. This is sick Jesus. 
This one has leprosy or gangrene; I 
must wash him and tend to him. I 
serve them because I love Jesus.ó 
 Mother Teresa 

x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://7
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We give thanks to the Lord for the bountiful blessings 
he has given us. We also give thanks to all who share 
those blessings with others through the mission out-
reach of  the church.  
 
The missionary couple (the Hards) that we are helping 
to support for their work at MARC are now settling in 
their new home in Washington. They will relocate to 
Alaska from there when they have met their financial 
goal. 
  
The church received a very nice thank you from The 
Anchor of Hope Mission outreach. We were able to 
send them $2000.00 from our Easter Offering and the 
timing was perfect, as they were short funds for some 
teachers and student costs. They give thanks for our 
help and ask that we keep them in our prayers. 
 
We received an update on the Lordõs Mountain Or-
phanage from Pastor Bernard. They are celebrating 10 
years as the Lordõs Mountain Orphanage and wanted 
to thank all of us for our continued support of their 

programs. They are also celebrating 
that they have their first girl graduat-
ing from college. Lizzy has earned a 
teaching degree in Early Childhood 
Development. Jacob Machalo, who 
started school in 2001, is now in 12th 
grade and hopes to become a clinic 

officer. Pastor Bernardõs wife Bettyõs ministry of teach-
ing sewing skills continues to move along. They have 
set up an electronic library to help their kids perform 
better in school. This project has created 5 informal 
jobs for former LMO kids.  
 
We attended the Haiti Task Force luncheon to get an 
update on what they are doing. One of the speakers 
there was Rev. Laura Alexander Elliott, who has taken 
over the program that Dorothy Fredricks started up in 
the Cape Haitien area. I had the opportunity to speak 
with her concerning getting funds to the school in 
Baudin. She is willing to help us. Praise the Lord! 

 
 
 
 

 
  
If you would like to become part of the Mission Com-
mittee please let me know. We welcome any thoughts 
you might have about othersõ needs we can support. 
 
The Missions Committee 
Wayne Disegna  
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our church has a ministry with the women inmates 
at Mason County Jail. The time allotted to us is 9:00 on 
Thursday mornings. Karen Disegna leads a Bible study 
for interested women every other Thursday. On alter-
nate Thursdays we lead worship, providing one preach-
er and one musician to lead singing. Our preachers are 
Pastor Dennis; Lay Servant Kirk Myers; SK Osborn; 
and Revs. Norm Letsinger, Ron Iris, Noel Niemann, 
and Laurie McKinven-Copus. Musicians are Laurie and 
Karen. Every Thursday night at 7:00, SK does one-on-
one counseling with women inmates who request it. 
Rev. Judy Downing will join the team when the jail 
provides another volunteer training. 

If you are interested in being part of this ministry, 
please contact Laurie for information. Jail volunteers 
must fill out paperwork at the jail and attend a training 
class required by the jail. The class is one night and lasts 
about two hours.  



8 

ONGOING  PRAYER L IST 
Bill Alexander 
Maggie Bilby 
Pastor Dennis Bromley 
Tom Cloutier 
Vi DeMeester 
Marc Dietel 
Sam & Sharon Eickleberry 
Anne Estle 
Rev. Bill Huether 
Art Isham 
Erving Johnson 
Josh Kozicki 
Corinna Marshall 
Maralee McCumber 
Gary McKinven 
Terri Minster 
Sean Nelson 
Gail Niethe 
Sarah Olenichek 
Bev Pahoski 
Donna Peterson 
Bob Rasch 
Connie Robertson 
Erma Rodgers 
Dan Sleeman 
Nancy Stuart 
Clive & Judy Sutherland 
Dale Swanson 
Pat Trowbridge 
Ron Tyndall 
Lee Vaught 
John Wagner 
Cris Wegener 
Marilyn Wendell 
Dawna Wilson 
Louis & Linda Wolven 
Barb Woodworth 
 
 
 
 

M ILITARY   
Coordinator: Sheila McCallum 
SrA Joseph Archer, TX 
S SGT Daniel J. Cook, NC 
Kevin D. Coyne, TX 
CS 2nd Class Emily Gibson, VA 
Matthew Heard, TX 
Greg Heimall III, NC 
Melody Houk (Navy) 
SSG Jacob Hunt, TN 
Catherine McNaughton, MS 
Captain Jane McNaughton 
SPC Christopher Myer, KY 
Paul Nickelson, MI 
Sgt. Joshua John Reed, HI  
 
NURSING H OMES AND   
ASSISTED L IVING  
Eldred Chevalia (Karlyn Brayõs dad) 
Dick Davis (Oceana Medical Care  
Facility in Hart) 
Shirley Dust 
Myra Easton 
Mona Halladay 
Phil Hunt 
Bob Jones 
Nancy Kelley 
Sally LaFrance (Pilgrim Manor, GR) 
Betty Lunde 
Tom McCumber 
Onabelle Pehrson 
Nell Scott 
Dorothy Smogeleski 
Laura Walker 
Matthew Wilson (Gregõs son -
Oklahoma) 
 
HAITI:  
Baudin School, 
Baudin Methodist Church, 
Ranquitte Methodist Church and 
Pastor Odeles Du Rosier, Tom 
Braak & Faith in Action 

 
 

 
MARC: Alaska Ministries, Collier & 
Allyson Hard 
 
H ENDERSON  SETTLEMENT  
 
ZAMBIA:  
Soweto-Kapisha UMC; 
Pastor Bernard & Betty Lumene & 
Lordõs Mountain Orphanage;  
Bwafwano Care Project and Minerva 
Phiri  
 
COLLEGE  STUDENTS  
Coordinator - Penny Quillan 
College students have been removed 
from our prayer list for the summer. 
 
 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns  

PRAYER REQUEST CARDS are located in the pews, 
the narthex and the Volunteerõs Desk. 
Requests are prayed over on Tuesday 
mornings and are kept confidential. 
They are prayed over for 30 days unless 
updated for a longer period of time. All 
prayer requests are kept in the office. 
If you have an urgent prayer request, you may activate 
the prayer chains by calling the church office at 843-
8340. If the church office is closed, you may call either 
Lynne Gohn (843-4746) or Anne Estle (843-6263). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Dust 
April 23, 1953 ~ June 1, 2018 

 

Iva Randall 
June 10, 1921 ~ June 11, 2018 
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Song of Solomon 2:16 




